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Mechanism and Performance of SBS Polymer
Dry-Modified Asphalt Mixture with PCB

and TPO from Waste Tires
Yuanyuan Li, Ph.D.1; Jun Li2; Tao Bai3; Anqi Chen4;

Dengjun Gu5; and Yangming Gao6

Abstract: Based on the efficient resource utilization of scrap tires, pyrolysis carbon black (PCB), and pyrolysis oil of waste tire (TPO), scrap
tires’ products were treated using dry styrene-butadiene-styrene (SBS) polymer modification of asphalt. The products of scrap tires, PCB and
TPO, were handled using dry SBS polymer modification of asphalt based on the effective resource use of scrap tires. The consequences of
scrap tires, PCB and TPO, were taken using dry SBS polymer modification of asphalt based on the effective resource use of scrap tires. PCB
and TPO composite effect seriously degraded. Based on this, the impact of dry SBS polymer modification on the functionality of PCB-TPO-
modified asphalt and the mechanism of modification was examined. According to the investigation, the SBS polymer was evenly distributed
and fully developed in the asphalt mixture, which significantly enhanced the qualities of asphalt and the asphalt mixture and performed a
positive role in the internal structure of the asphalt mixture. DOI: 10.1061/JMCEE7.MTENG-16018. © 2024 American Society of Civil
Engineers.

Author keywords: Styrene-butadiene-styrene (SBS) polymer; Pyrolytic carbon black; Pyrolytic oil; Modified asphalt; Dry modification.

Introduction

To solve resource shortages and environmental pollution, in addi-
tion to vigorously developing green energy, the recycling of solid
waste and clean production with low-energy consumption have be-
come increasingly important (Liu et al. 2018). Cui et al. (2021) and
Guo et al. (2018) conducted relevant research on the recycling of
solid waste, and Wang et al. (2021) conducted in-depth analysis on
the life cycle of road energy consumption and relevant sustainable
policies. If the recycling of solid waste can be combined with clean
production with low-energy consumption (Lee and Kim 2022), it
will have a positive significance in reducing energy consumption
and environmental protection.

The safety of the ecological environment is substantially jeop-
ardized and human health is negatively impacted by improper tire
disposal (Xu et al. 2021). Therefore, how to dispose of waste tires
safely and efficiently is an urgent problem. The most direct treat-
ment method for waste tires is incineration and landfill. However,
incineration and landfill seriously pollute the environment and
endanger human health (Parthasarathy et al. 2016; Przydatek et al.
2022). Standard tire disposal methods include pyrolysis and
grinding used tires into rubber powder (Zhang et al. 2009).
Pyrolysis is known as one of the best methods for treating waste
tires at present (Sugatri et al. 2018). Compared with the simple
physical shearing and grinding process of rubber powder produc-
tion, it has high resource utilization efficiency, no secondary
pollution, and multiple resource recovery and utilization. It can
achieve almost 100% environmentally sound treatment (La Rosa
et al. 2019). The pyrolysis product of waste tires consists of 35%
carbon black (PCB), 45% pyrolysis oil of waste tire (TPO), 10%
steel wire, and 10% combustible gas (Min and Jeong 2013). PCB
is different from steel wire and combustible gas in the pyrolysis
products with wide use and high recovery value. To make indus-
trial goods like activated carbon, paint, and ink, pyrolytic tire car-
bon black cannot be employed because its performance is not up
to par with that of industrial carbon black (Casado-Barrasa et al.
2019).

Aliotti (1962) first proposed that PCB should be used in modi-
fied asphalt and determined that the advantages of PCB as an ad-
ditive were mainly reflected in high-temperature performance.
Later research revealed that carbon black can remove light oil com-
ponents from asphalt and increase the modified asphalt’s tough-
ness. As a result, the antirutting and antifatigue properties of the
asphalt mixture were enhanced (Konell 2002; Park and Lovell
1996). According to Geckil et al. (2018), modified asphalt contain-
ing carbon black can increase the asphalt mixture’s durability by
reducing the ultraviolet (UV) aging effect. Wang et al. (2022) found
that PCB can act as conductive particles to help the asphalt mixture
repair internal microcracks in the form of microwave heating.
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Feng et al. (2021) found that PCB within 3% has little effect on the
performance of asphalt. It was found that the light component in
TPO is important for the composite-modified asphalt built of TPO
and PCB, which can somewhat improve low-temperature perfor-
mance but damage asphalt’s high-temperature performance (Chen
et al. 2022). The large temperature productivity of PCB-modified
asphalt can be compromised to achieve a neutral condition and de-
crease the detrimental effects of PCB on the low-temperature per-
formance of asphalt. However, the preceding studies are all the
research results of wet-modified asphalt. In the process of research,
it is also found that PCB wet-modified asphalt has problems that are
difficult to solve. PCB is insoluble in asphalt and most organic sol-
vents. Although in situ pyrolytic decomposition technology, such
as the Wright process, can solve the problem of PCB separation and
agglomeration, due to the high cost, it is difficult to achieve large-
scale application in wet-modified asphalt pavement. Therefore, wet
PCB-modified asphalt’s low storage stability and ease of segrega-
tion after preparation result in unstable performance of the asphalt
mixture and restrict the growth of wet PCB-modified asphalt
(Lu et al. 2020b).

Wet-modified bitumen is not a continuous process: the quality
of modified bitumen is often reduced during transport and storage,
and it tends to segregate when mixed with aggregates, thus reduc-
ing the performance of the modified bitumen mix (Lu et al. 2020a).
In addition, the wet-modified asphalt also needs to be sheared and
swelled for a long time under the temperature of 150°C–200°C. It
must use a lot of fuel to maintain the high-temperature environ-
ment. This puts a lot of pressure on the environment because it uses
a lot of energy and produces a lot of greenhouse emissions (Luo
et al. 2022a). Although the process of pyrolysis of carbon black
also requires a certain amount of energy consumption, as an asphalt
modifier, the proportion of carbon black in the quality of asphalt
mixture is very low, and the energy required in the pyrolysis pro-
cess is far less than the energy consumed in the preparation process
of modified asphalt. The preparation of dry-modified asphalt is to
directly add the modifier and aggregate into the mixing plant to mix
with the asphalt, which directly avoids the problem of segregation
of the modified asphalt and ensures the performance stability of
the asphalt mixture (Duarte and Faxina 2021). It also reduces the
process of transportation, storage, reheating, and mixing of wet-
modified asphalt, which not only saves transportation and storage
costs and reduces energy consumption, but also avoids the aging
problem caused by repeated heating of asphalt (Liu et al. 2021).
After styrene and butadiene are polymerized, a copolymer known
as styrene-butadiene-styrene (SBS) is created. Styrene gives SBS-
modified asphalt its high-temperature strength and tensile qualities,
and butadiene gives it its high elasticity, low-temperature flexibility,
and fatigue resistance (Yang et al. 2022). It is the most widely used
asphalt modification and performs quite well (Lastra-Gonzalez
et al. 2022).

This study proposes a method of treating the pyrolysis products
PCB and TPO of waste tires using asphalt dry SBS-modified as-
phalt. In this study, SBS was ground to 0.6 mm to reduce the swell-
ing development time required for SBS, and the transportation
process of dry-modified asphalt mixture was simulated. The modi-
fied asphalt mixture was placed at a temperature of 170°C for
45 min (Negulescu et al. 2006). The distribution uniformity and
dry modification mechanism of PCB- and SBS-modified asphalt
were studied using infrared spectroscopy and fluorescence
microscopy. Recycling and reusing PCB and TPO using SBS
dry modification will provide a new method for recycling waste
tires, and bring enormous technical and economic benefits to as-
phalt materials.

Materials and Experimental Methods

Materials

Asphalt Binder
The test was done in conformity with the test regulations in JTE
E20-2011 (MOT 2011). Table 1 lists the primary performance
indexes.

Aggregates and Fillers
The particle size of coarse aggregate ranged from 2.36 to 26.5 mm,
while the particle size of fine aggregates ranged from 0 to 2.36 mm.
Limestone was used as both the coarse and fine aggregates in the
totals. Limestone powder that has been finely pulverized served as
the filler. Tables 2–4 display the technical indexes. The fill (mineral
powder) and aggregate used must match the norms of the JTG E42
technical indices (MOT 2005).

SBS Modifier
The SBS used was produced by Baling Petrochemical, and its tech-
nical indexes are provided in Table 5.

PCB and TPO
PCB is the pyrolytic carbon black of waste tires, which is a black
powdery solid, and its technical indexes are given in Table 6. TPO
is the pyrolysis oil of waste tires, which is a reddish brown liquid,
and its technical indexes are given in Table 7.

Table 1. Basic performance indexes of asphalt

Index
Test
result

Specification
requirement

Test
method

25°C penetration (dmm) 71.2 60–80 T0604
Ring & Ball softening point (°C) 48.2 ≥46 T0606
10°C ductility (cm) 43.5 ≥20 T0605

Table 2. Technical indexes of fine aggregate

Testing parameter
Testing
result

Specification
requirement Test method

Apparent relative density 2.782 ≥2.5 T0328
Angularity (s) 40.3 ≥30 T0345
Sand equivalent (%) 75.2 ≥60 T0334

Table 3. Technical indexes of coarse aggregate

Testing parameter
Testing
result

Specification
requirement Test method

Apparent relative density 2.785 ≥2.5 T0605
Water absorption (%) 0.5 ≤2.0 T0308
Crushing value (%) 22.2 ≤28 T0316

Table 4. Technical indexes of mineral powder

Testing parameter
Testing
result

Specification
requirement Test method

Apparent density (g=cm3) 2.596 ≥2.5 T0352
Plasticity index 3.5 <4 T0351
Hydrophilic coefficient 0.88 <1 T0353

© ASCE 04024099-2 J. Mater. Civ. Eng.
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Preparation of Asphalt Mixtures

Gradation Curve of Asphalt Mixture
Fig. 1 shows the selected mixture and its ore gradation curve as an
AC-20 densely mixed asphalt mixture with a maximum nominal
particle size of 26.5 mm.

Preparation Process of Asphalt Mixture
The original asphalt was chosen to be 70# base asphalt, and the
modifiers used were PCB, TPO, and SBS. Table 8 displays the
PCB, TPO, and SBS dosages.

There was no pretreatment before the PCB and TPO test, but the
SBS needed to be pulverized to less than 0.6 mm. The purpose of
pulverization was to accelerate the swelling process of SBS in the
asphalt mixture to achieve the purpose of dry modification. In the
actual project, the asphalt mixture is mixed in the mixing building
and spread on the construction site, which takes a certain amount of
time. As a result, the blended modified asphalt mixture was baked
at 170°C throughout the test.

Following the preparation of each batch of asphalt mixes, the
high-temperature stability was evaluated using a rutting test, and
the low-temperature fracture resistance was evaluated using a semi-
circle bending test (SCB); the water stability was tested by freeze–
thaw split test and water immersion Marshall test; and the fatigue
property was tested by semicircular bending test (cyclic semicircle
bending tensile test (R-SCB)]. The test flowchart is shown in Fig. 2.

Volume Parameters
The asphalt mixture utilized has a gradation of AC-20, a design
porosity of 4%–6%, and an asphalt aggregate ratio of 4.2%. Table 9
displays the volumetric characteristics of the asphalt mixture.

Experimental Methods

Asphalt Component Change Test
Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy attenuated total reflectance
(FTIR-ATR) was used to measure the wavelength absorption differ-
ence of different substances in asphalt to measure the changes of
four asphalt functional groups and chemical bonds.

Micromorphology Test of PCB
After the PCB was vacuum prepared, the morphology of the PCB
micro samples was examined using scanning electron microscopy
(SEM) pictures taken with a Hitachi (Tokyo) Regulus 8100 scan-
ning electron microscope.

Physical Properties of Asphalt
The SBS-modified asphalt was sheared at 170°C for 45 min with a
high-speed shear apparatus at a rotating speed of 3,000 rpm, and
then was poured into the molds of penetration, softening point, and
ductility. After waiting for the corresponding time, the surfaces of
the test specimens were scraped flat and placed in the penetrometer,
softening point tester, and ductility machine. The corresponding
performances were tested after holding at the corresponding tem-
perature for a certain time.

Rheological Properties of Asphalt
A dynamic shear rheometer (DSR) was employed to examine the
rheological characteristics of asphalt. The test temperature was

Table 5. SBS technical indexes

S/B Relative density Particle size (mm) Appearance Tensile strength (MPa) MFR (g=10 min 200°C, 5 kg)

4=6 0.94 0–0.6 White solid 15 0.1

Table 6. Technical indexes of PCB

Testing parameter
Testing
result

Specification
requirement Test method

Ash content (%) 15.3 ≦18.5 GB-T 508-85
Water content (%) 1.3 ≦2.0 GB 260-77
pH value 6.54 ≥6.0 —
Appearance Black powder — —

Table 7. Technical indexes of TPO

Testing parameter Testing result Test method

Density (15°C, kg=L) 0.85 GB-T 1884-92
Ash content (%) 0.22 GB-T 508-85
Appearance Reddish brown liquid —

Fig. 1. Grading curve of AC-20 asphalt mixture.

Table 8. Components and proportions of asphalt mixture mix proportion

Asphalt mixture type Abbreviation

Type and content of dosage mixture modifier

PCB (%) TPO (%) SBS (%)

70# asphalt 70# — — —
70#þ 16% PCB 70#þ P 16 — —
70#þ 16% PCBþ 1%TPO 70#þ Pþ T 16 1 —
70#þ 16% PCBþ 1%TPOþ 4%SBS 70#þ Pþ Tþ S 16 1 4

© ASCE 04024099-3 J. Mater. Civ. Eng.
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adjusted between 51.45°C and 87.23°C, and the scanning temper-
atures were set by strain at quite a frequency of 10 rad=s.

Fluorescence Microscope
Suitable asphalt-coated particles were selected and then photo-
graphed in a dark room using a blue light source. The pump light
was corrected so the light source was properly focused and the field
of view was enhanced, and then the images were captured and
processed.

Marshall Stability Test
The classic Marshall test piece was soaked in a 60°C water bath for
half an hour before testing.

Rutting Test
The rut board was put into the rut tester and kept at 60°C for 5 h,
then the test was started and the test data were automatically gen-
erated by the rutting tester.

Low-Temperature Performance Test
The Marshall semicircle sample was put into the UTM-100
constant temperature box (Sydney, Australia), placed at −10°C
for 4 h, and then the UTM-100 was used for the SCB test.

Water Loss Resistance
The water loss resistance of the asphalt mixture can be evaluated
with the help of the water immersion Marshall test as well as the
freeze–thaw split test.

Fatigue Performance Test
The fatigue performance of asphalt mixture was evaluated by cyclic
semicircle bending tensile test (R-SCB). UTM-100 was used to
measure the bending tensile strength of the semicircle, while the
other semicircle was used to test the loading time at a certain stress
ratio until the specimen was damaged. The design stress ratios were
0.7, 0.6, 0.5, 0.4, and 0.3.

Results and Discussion

Modification Mechanism of Dry SBS-Modified Asphalt

Surface Micro Morphology
Fig. 3 is the SEM images of different multiples of PCB, which are
2,000×, 5,000×, 7,000×, and 10,000×, respectively. It can be seen
from the images of 2,000× and 5,000× that PCB is a spherical
block formed by mutual attraction under the action of intermolecu-
lar force, and the particle size range of PCB is about 1–6 μm. It can
be observed from the 2; 000× SEM image that PCB can further
agglomerate into irregular agglomerates. Large-area agglomeration
was not observed under 5,000× magnification, and there was a
clear boundary between aggregates when the particle size exceeds
6 μm, which indicated that the connection between aggregates with
particle size beyond a certain range is weak, which was conducive
to the uniform dispersion of PCB in asphalt mixture. It can be seen
from the observation of 7,000× and 10,000× SEM scales that there
were a large number of nanoscale heterogeneous carbonaceous
sediments (Li et al. 2022a) distributed on the surface of PCB par-
ticles that accumulate and form irregular coral-like substances.
During the stretching and tearing process of wet-modified asphalt,
the location of PCB is called the stress concentration point. PCB
with more carbonaceous deposits and poor interlayer bonding with
asphalt were easy to break (Kumar et al. 2022), which made wet
PCB-modified asphalt prone to segregation and had a certain im-
pact on the preparation of wet-modified asphalt and the storage
stability during transportation (Korayem et al. 2020). However,

Fig. 2. Asphalt mixture test process.

Table 9. Volume parameters of asphalt mixture

Mixture type
Void

ratio (%)
Mineral aggregate
void ratio (%)

Asphalt
saturation (%)

70# 5.8 14.3 59.4
70#þ P 5.4 16.0 66.19
70#þ Pþ T 4.3 14.0 69.3
70#þ Pþ Tþ S 4.5 14.6 69.2

© ASCE 04024099-4 J. Mater. Civ. Eng.
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the preparation of dry PCB-modified asphalt mixture did not in-
volve the preparation and transportation; therefore, the perfor-
mance of PCB-modified asphalt mixture constructed by dry
method was more stable.

Chemical Structure of Dry SBS-Modified Asphalt
When irradiating molecules with infrared light, the absorption
frequencies of different chemical bonds or functional groups in
the molecules are different, and the absorption peaks at different
locations will be displayed on the infrared spectrum, and the infor-
mation of different chemical bonds or functional groups in the
molecules can be obtained (Li et al. 2021b). Infrared spectrometer
tests were conducted on samples of the asphalt in the four groups
of asphalt mixes stripped with trichloroethylene to see how the
chemical bonds and functional groups had changed. The test results
are displayed in Fig. 4. The infrared spectrum study reveals that
the asphalt infrared spectrum in each of the four types of asphalt
mixtures appears in the exact location, and the main wave peaks
appear near 2,921, 2,825, 1,428, and 874 cm−1. According to
the infrared absorption spectrogram, the analysis results are as
follows: 2,921 cm−1 is the asymmetric stretching vibration peak
of -CH2; 2,825 cm−1 is the symmetric stretching vibration peak
of -CH2; 1,428 cm−1 is the bending vibration peak in saturated
C-H plane; and 874 cm−1 is the flexural vibration peak in the olefin

unsaturated C-H plane (Li et al. 2021a), which indicates that the
chemical composition of asphalt in the four asphalt mixtures has
certain similarity. PCB, TPO, and SBS are physically blended after
being mixed with asphalt, and no chemical reaction occurs to form
new chemical bonds.

Fig. 3. Microstructure of carbon black.

Fig. 4. Test results of infrared spectrum of asphalt.

© ASCE 04024099-5 J. Mater. Civ. Eng.
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The modifiers in the four modified asphalts did not react with
the asphalt to form new chemical bonds; however, the content of
each component of the modified asphalt may change. To determine
the change in the ratio of the area of the characteristic peak to the
total size of the characteristic peak, which is used to characterize
the difference in the proportion of asphalt components, the place
and height of the distinct peaks of the four modified asphalts at
1,428 and 874 cm−1 were calculated using OMNIC software.
The location of the two characteristic peaks was compared with
the entire region of the distinct peaks at 500 to 2,000 cm−1
(Luo et al. 2022b). The calculation results are given in Table 10.
It can be seen from the chromatogram that 1,424 and 874 cm−1
correspond to alkanes and aromatics, respectively. The area propor-
tion of the characteristic peak at 1,424 cm−1 of asphalt added with
PCB decreases by 7.4%, and the peak height decreases by 0.173.
Although the addition of PCB may block infrared radiation and
affect the height of its peaks, in this study the latter 70#þ T,
70#þ Pþ T, and 70#þ Pþ Tþ S all contain the same amount
of carbon black, but the changes in the peaks of 70# and 70#þ
T are not significant, so the peak height changes caused by carbon
black may not be the main reason. The most obvious change in
peak height is the addition of TPO. This shows that after PCB
is added, it absorbs some alkanes in asphalt, that is, light compo-
nents of asphalt, thus reducing the concentration of alkanes in as-
phalt. The area ratio and height of the characteristic peak at
874 cm−1 decreased, indicating that PCB also absorbed some ole-
fins. After adding TPO to 70#þ P, the area of the characteristic
peak of the infrared spectrum of 70#þ Pþ T-modified asphalt
increased by 14.1%, and the height of the characteristic peak in-
creased by 0.173. This indicates that the addition of TPO increases
the lightweight components of the modified asphalt and absorbs
more lightweight components than carbon black. The area ratio
and height of the characteristic peak did not change much, indicat-
ing that there may be only a small amount of olefins in the TPO.
After adding SBS to 70#þ Pþ T, the proportion and height of the
characteristic peak area at 1,424 cm−1 decreased by 3.4% and
0.087, respectively, and SBS absorbed the light components in
the asphalt and only a minor percentage of the olefins throughout
the swelling process, as shown by the proportion and height of the
typical peak region at 874 cm−1.

The performances of asphalt and asphalt components have a
strong correlation; after the PCB is added to the asphalt absorbed
part of the lighter components of asphalt resulting in a relative re-
duction in its content, the asphalt content of asphalt will be relatively
increased, which may lead to an increase in the needle penetration of
asphalt, as shown by the increase in the high-temperature perfor-
mance of asphalt mixtures, while at the same time may reduce
the ductility of asphalt, as shown by the low-temperature asphalt.

The low-temperature performance of asphalt may be reduced (Sun
et al. 2020). The addition of TPO to asphalt supplements the lighter
components reduced by the addition of PCB, thus reducing the
high-temperature performance of the asphalt mixture and improving
the low-temperature performance of the asphalt mixture. The ratio
of PCB to TPO in this study makes the high- and low-temperature
performance of asphalt tend to be similar to that of the as-built
asphalt.

Physical and Rheological Properties of Composite-Modified
Asphalt
The composite shear modulus and phase angle of the matrix and
modified asphalt are shown in Fig. 5. The complex shear modulus
(G�) measures relatively robust asphalt to denting when subjected
to repetitive, cyclic shear stress. The greater the value, the more
resistant asphalt is to deformation. The asphalt’s viscosity to elas-
ticity is represented by the asphalt’s phase angle (δ). The smaller
the phase angle, the better the elasticity of asphalt. Fig. 6 is the
graph of four asphalt rutting factors (G�=sin δ). The larger the rut-
ting factor, the better the high-temperature performance of asphalt.
The composite shear modulus and rutting factor values of 70#þ P
are higher than those of 70# base asphalt. The phase angles are
almost the same as those of the 70# base asphalt, as shown in Figs. 5
and 6, indicating that the addition of PCB increases the resistance
of the asphalt to high-temperature deformation. However, the
composite shear modulus, phase angle, and rutting factor curves of

Fig. 5. Shear composite modulus (G�) and phase angle.

Fig. 6. Rut factor (G = sin δ).

Table 10. Height and area ratio of spectral characteristic peak of modified
asphalt

Location of
characteristic
peak (cm−1)

Type of
modified
asphalt

Proportion of
characteristic
peak area (%) Height

1,424 70# 42.57 0.402
70#þ P 35.22 0.229

70#þ Pþ T 49.36 0.402
70#þ Pþ Tþ S 45.98 0.315

874 70# 6.07 0.312
70#þ P 4.96 0.189

70#þ Pþ T 4.89 0.216
70#þ Pþ Tþ S 4.21 0.195
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70#þ Pþ T were very similar after the addition of TPO, indicating
that the addition of TPO reduced the high-temperature performance
of the asphalt to the high-temperature properties of the original as-
phalt. The value of composite shear modulus and rutting factor of
70#þ Pþ Tþ S is the largest and the value of phase angle is the
smallest among the four asphalts, which indicates that the addition
of SBS can enhance the ability of asphalt to resist repeated shear
deformation at high temperature (Table 11). It can be seen from this
data analysis that the test results of the three major indicators of
asphalt are similar to those of the dynamic shear rheology test
of asphalt. Adding PCB will boost asphalt’s high-temperature per-
formance, adding TPO will reduce asphalt’s high-temperature
performance, and adding SBS will greatly enhance asphalt’s high-
temperature performance.

Fluorescence Analysis of Dry SBS-Modified Asphalt
By exposing SBS-modified asphalt to fluorescence microscopy
blue light, fluorescence microscopy can be acquired, and the dis-
tribution condition of SBS in asphalt may be assessed (Asib et al.
2022). Fig. 7(a) is a fluorescence image of asphalt peeled from the
surface of the mixture using an asphalt extractor, and Fig. 7(b) is a
fluorescence image directly irradiated on the surface of the asphalt
mixture. When directly sampling from the asphalt mixture, the dis-
play image of the fluorescent microscope has a great correlation
with the cleanliness of the aggregate and mineral powder in the
asphalt mixture because the aggregate and mineral powder may
contain a certain amount of fluorescent minerals (Huang et al.
2021), thus affecting the test results. Irregular flaky fluorescent sub-
stances can be observed from both Figs. 7(a and b), but they are less
distributed in general and have little impact on the test. From the
fluorescence microscopy images of Fig. 7(a), it can be distin-
guished that SBS is mainly distributed in the asphalt mixture as
a dispersed phase of dotted gray color and does not form a continu-
ous phase, and it can be observed that the brightness and diameter
of the fluorescence images of SBS vary widely, which indicates that
the dry SBS-modified asphalt absorbs the lighter components of
the asphalt during the process of mechanical mixing and the

regeneration process leading to the SBS in the internal volumetric
expansion (Jahanbakhsh et al. 2018; Wu et al. 2011). From
Fig. 7(b), it can be concluded that SBS is more evenly distributed
in the asphalt mixture, there is no significant accumulation, and the
dispersion is also distributed as dots within the asphalt mixture.
Combined with Figs. 7(a and b) fluorescence microscopic images,
it can be analyzed that the SBS in the dry SBS-modified asphalt
mixture is dispersed more uniformly in the mechanical mixing pro-
cess, and the SBS absorbs the lightweight components in the asphalt
during the mixing and health maintenance process, resulting in vol-
ume expansion, which makes SBS play a role in structural reinforce-
ment in the internal structure of the asphalt mixture, thereby
improving the road performance of the asphalt mixture.

Road Performance of Asphalt Mixture

Mechanical Properties
The Marshall stability and Marshall modulus of four distinct
asphalt mixtures are shown in Fig. 9. According to Fig. 8, the
Marshall stability of 70#þ P is 19.5% higher than the 70# asphalt
mixture. The Marshall stability of 70#þ Pþ T is 29.9% and 8.7%
higher than that of 70# and 70#þ P. The Marshall stability of
70#þ Pþ Tþ S increases by 70.1%, 42.3%, and 31.0%, respec-
tively, compared with that of 70#, 70#þ P, and 70#þ Pþ T as-
phalt mixtures. The ratio of the Marshall stability of the asphalt
mixture to the flow value of the asphalt mixture determines the as-
phalt mixture’s Marshall modulus, which gauges the asphalt mix-
ture’s ability to resist load in unit deformation. Experimental results
is depicted in Fig. 9. The Marshall modulus of 70#þ P is larger
than the 70# and 70#þ Pþ T asphalt mixtures, and the Marshall
modulus of 70# asphalt mixture is almost the same as that of
70#þ Pþ T.

From Fig. 8, it can be seen that after PCB is added to 70# asphalt
mixture, both the Marshall stability and the Marshall modulus of
70#þ P are increased. This shows that the addition of PCB not
only increases the load resistance of asphalt mixture, but also im-
proves the load resistance of asphalt mixture per unit deformation.
The reason may be that the addition of PCB absorbs the lightweight
components of asphalt at the same time with the mechanical mixing
force. The asphalt mixture contains heterogeneous carbonaceous
deposits on the surface of PCB particles, which reduces the
asphalt’s ductility and enhances its mechanical qualities. From
Table 9, with the addition of TPO, the voidage of 70#þ Pþ T de-
creased by 25.6%. This demonstrates that the inclusion of TPO re-
duces the viscosity of the modified asphalt mixture, increasing its
compactness. The Marshall stability of 70#þ Pþ T is slightly

Fig. 7. Fluorescent images of (a) stripped asphalt; and (b) asphalt on aggregate surface.

Table 11. Physical property data of composite-modified asphalt

Asphalt type
Penetration
(dmm)

Softening
point (°C)

Ductility
(10°C) (mm)

70# 73.7 47.4 236.3
70#þ P 51.6 50.5 101.6
70#þ Pþ T 61.4 44.6 155.7
70#þ Pþ Tþ S 42.6 74.1 544.5
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higher than that of 70#þ P, but the Marshall modulus is lower, as
can be seen in Figs. 8 and 9. This demonstrates that while the
strength of the asphalt mixture somewhat increases with the addi-
tion of TPO, the resistance to load per unit deformation reduces.

The reason may be that TPO complements the lightweight compo-
nents of the asphalt mixture to reduce the viscosity of the asphalt.
As a result, the ability to resist load per unit deformation becomes
lower, and the reason for the slight increase of Marshall stability of
70#þ Pþ T may be that the decrease of 70#þ Pþ T voidage in-
creases the intercalation force between aggregates in asphalt mix-
ture. As a result, the asphalt mixture’s capacity to withstand load is
improved, which increases its Marshall stability. The Marshall sta-
bility and Marshall modulus significantly increase when SBS is
added to the asphalt mixture, indicating that SBS can enhance
the mechanical properties of the asphalt mixture.

Rutting Resistance at High Temperature
The rutting test mimics the motion of moving cars over hot asphalt
pavement. Rutting depth and dynamic stability assess an asphalt
mixture’s resistance to rutting at high temperatures (Li et al.
2022b). Fig. 10 displays the findings from tests on the asphalt
mixture’s resistance to rutting at high temperatures. Fig. 10 shows
that compared with 70# asphalt mixture, 70#þ P asphalt mixture
has 63.7% higher dynamic stability. Rutting depth is less than that
of 70# asphalt mixture by 0.170 mm. This demonstrates how PCB
enhances the asphalt mixture’s resistance to rutting at high tem-
peratures. The dynamic stability of 70#þ Pþ T is 57.2% lower
than that of 70#þ P, and the rutting depth is deeper 0.357 mm. Its
dynamic stability is less than 70# asphalt mixture and the rutting
depth is more than 70# asphalt mixture. This demonstrates that
including TPO decreases the asphalt mixture’s high-temperature
rutting resistance. The dynamic stability of 70#þ Pþ Tþ S is
341.57%, 169.7%, and 530.6% higher than that of 70#, 70#þ P,
and 70#þ Pþ T asphalt mixtures. The rutting depth of 70#þ
Pþ Tþ S is only 0.099 mm. This demonstrates how adding
SBS significantly enhances the asphalt mixture’s resistance to rut-
ting at high temperatures.

According to the test results, it is difficult only to use PCB as a
modifier to improve the rutting resistance of the asphalt mixture. If
we continue to increase the content of PCB, it may continue to im-
prove the high-temperature performance of asphalt mixture, but it is
bound to affect other performance. So it is difficult to use PCB dry-
modified asphalt in practical engineering. When SBS is added, the
high-temperature rutting resistance of asphalt mixture has been
greatly improved. Perhaps due to external mechanical forces and
intermolecular forces acting on SBS and asphalt. They entwined,Fig. 9. Marshall modulus of asphalt mixtures.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Fig. 10. Rutting test results of asphalt mixture: (a) 70#; (b) 70#þ P; (c) 70#þ Pþ T; and (d) 70#þ Pþ Tþ S.

Fig. 8. Marshall stability of asphalt mixtures.
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strengthening the asphalt mixture’s internal structure and signifi-
cantly enhancing its resistance to rutting at high temperatures.

Cracking Resistance at Low Temperature
Cracking of asphalt pavement, especially in low-temperature envi-
ronments, is related to the asphalt mixture’s good low-temperature
performance (Wu et al. 2022). Therefore, enhancing the asphalt
mixture’s low-temperature fracture resistance is a crucial compo-
nent of the actual use of asphalt roads. The test outcomes are dis-
played in Figs. 11 and 12. The load and displacement curve of the
asphalt mixture is shown in Fig. 11, and the fracture energy of the
asphalt mixture is shown in Fig. 12. According to Fig. 11, the load
and fracture displacement of 70#þ Pþ Tþ S at low temperature
are the largest, and the load and displacement curves of the other
three groups of asphalt mixtures are not significantly different, so it
can be preliminarily judged that #þ 70 Pþ Tþ S has the best
low-temperature crack resistance and there is little difference in
low-temperature performance of the other three groups. As shown
in Fig. 12, the fracture energy of the 70#þ P asphalt mixture is
4.9% lower than that of the 70# asphalt mixture, suggesting that
the addition of PCB has little impact on the asphalt mixture’s re-
sistance to low-temperature cracking. The fracture energy of 70#þ
Pþ T is 32.5% higher than that of 70#þ P, which indicates that the
addition of TPO can increase the low-temperature performance of
asphalt mixture. In comparison to the 70#, 70#þ P, and 70#þ Pþ T

asphalt mixtures, 70#þ Pþ Tþ S has a fracture energy that is
144.1%, 156.8%, and 93.9% higher, respectively. This demon-
strates that using SBS improves the asphalt mixture’s low-
temperature crack resistance.

According to the preceding information, adding PCB decreases
the asphalt mixture’s ability to resist cracking at low temperatures,
whereas adding TPO increases that ability. The reason may be due
to the low or high doping ratio of PCB and TPO. As shown in
Fig. 12, the fracture energy of the 70#þ P asphalt mixture is
4.9% lower than that of the 70# asphalt mixture, suggesting that
the addition of PCB has little impact on the asphalt mixture’s re-
sistance to low-temperature cracking. If we continue to increase
TPO, its high-temperature performance may further decline, so
even though TPO can enhance the low-temperature performance
of asphalt mixture, the content of TPO cannot be further increased
due to other performance limitations. It can be predicted that if the
content of PCB continues to be increased, the low-temperature
performance of asphalt mixture will further decline. As stated
previously, the addition of PCB reduces the asphalt lightweight
component, while the addition of TPO increases the asphalt light-
weight component. This affects how well asphalt performs in
high and low temperatures and how well 70#þ P and 70#þ Pþ T
perform in low temperatures. After being added to the asphalt mix-
ture, SBS absorbs the expansion of the lightweight components,
strengthening the asphalt mixture’s internal structure and enhanc-
ing its performance at low temperatures.

Resistance to Water Damage
The immersion Marshall test primarily replicates the breakdown of
water molecules on the adhesion between aggregate surface and
asphalt in asphalt mixture. Additionally, the freeze–thaw splitting
test replicates the internal wetness of the asphalt mixture and the
volume change brought on by the change in ambient temperature,
which results in the inside of the asphalt mixture being damaged.
The immersion Marshall test results of four kinds of asphalt mix-
tures are shown in Fig. 13, and the freeze–thaw splitting test results
are shown in Fig. 14. According to Fig. 13, the water immersion
residue of four kinds of asphalt mixtures has little difference, which
is mainly shown as the lowest water immersion residue of 70#þ P
and the highest water immersion residue of 70#þ Pþ T. Among
them, the water immersion residue of 70#þ Pþ T is more than
100%. The reason may be that the immersion Marshall value of
the asphalt mixture itself is close to 100% and the inevitable error
in the test. It can be seen from Fig. 14 that the freeze–thaw splitting
ratio (TSR) of the 70#þ P asphalt mixture is the lowest among the

Fig. 11. Fracture curves of asphalt mixtures.

Fig. 12. Fracture energy of asphalt mixture. Fig. 13. Immersion Marshall test data.

© ASCE 04024099-9 J. Mater. Civ. Eng.

 J. Mater. Civ. Eng., 2024, 36(6): 04024099 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 a
sc

el
ib

ra
ry

.o
rg

 b
y 

T
ec

hn
is

ch
e 

U
ni

ve
rs

ite
it 

D
el

ft
 o

n 
03

/2
6/

24
. C

op
yr

ig
ht

 A
SC

E
. F

or
 p

er
so

na
l u

se
 o

nl
y;

 a
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.



four asphalt mixtures. The TSR of 70#þ P is 16.8% lower than that
of the 70# asphalt mixture TSR and 12.5% lower than that of the
70#þ Pþ T TSR. This demonstrates that whereas the addition of
TPO increases the internal cohesion of the asphalt mixture, the ad-
dition of PCB decreases its internal cohesion. The TSR of 70#þ Pþ
Tþ S is higher than that of the 70#, 70#þ P mixture, and 70#þ
Pþ T asphalt mixtures by 30%, 57%, and 37.3%, respectively. This
demonstrates that the inclusion of SBS can increase the water loss
resistance of the asphalt mixture when combined with the test data
from the submerged Marshall and freeze–thaw splitting data.

The degree of adhesion between the asphalt and aggregate sur-
face and the cohesiveness of the asphalt mixture are the two key
factors influencing how resistant the asphalt mixture is to water
loss. The adhesion of asphalt aggregate is not only related to
the performance of asphalt itself, but also related to the type, an-
gularity, acidity, and alkalinity of aggregate (Zhang et al. 2021).
The same aggregate and gradation were used in this study, so
the difference in adhesion between asphalt and aggregate caused
by aggregate can be eliminated. The test results show that the ad-
dition of PCB and TPO has little effect on the adhesion between
asphalt and aggregate, which makes the immersion Marshall
residual value of 70# asphalt mixture not different from that of
70#þ P and 70#þ Pþ T. Because the viscosity of asphalt is in-
creased by the addition of SBS, this potentially improves the ad-
hesion between 70#þ Pþ Tþ T asphalt and aggregate. However,
the immersion Marshall test findings do not demonstrate this en-
hancement in asphalt adhesion with the addition of SBS. In addi-
tion to the adhesion between the asphalt and the aggregate, the
viscosity, porosity, and structural strength of the asphalt mixture
all affect how well it adheres inside (Lee 2016). Because PCB
was added, the cohesiveness of the asphalt mixture was reduced,
and as a result the TSR value of the 70#þ P asphalt mixture is
lower than that of the 70# asphalt mixture. This lower TSR value
decreases the asphalt mixture’s resistance to water damage. As
mentioned previously, the addition of TPO reduced the void frac-
tion of the asphalt mix, which in turn reduced the effect of water
absorption and water molecule volume expansion on the internal
structure of the asphalt mix. As a result, the TSR value of 70#þ
Pþ T was higher than that of 70#þ P and the resistance to water
loss of the asphalt mixture was increased. When SBS is added to
the asphalt mixture, it not only increases the viscosity of the asphalt
in the asphalt mixture, but also enhances the internal structure of
the asphalt mixture due to the cross-linking between SBS and as-
phalt, thus increasing the water loss resistance of the asphalt mix-
ture and therefore the cohesion of the asphalt mixture.

Antifatigue Performance
The fatigue resistance of the asphalt mixture was evaluated by
cyclic semicircle bending test. The fitting curve and stress ratio
curve of loading times are shown in Fig. 15. According to Fig. 15,
the residual values of fatigue fitting curves of four kinds of asphalt
mixtures are all greater than 0.85. This demonstrates how closely
the four fitting curves are connected to the data values. The fatigue
performance of 70#þ Pþ T is the poorest, while the fatigue per-
formance of 70#þ P is only slightly better than that of 70#þ
Pþ T, as seen from the fatigue curves. This demonstrates that
the inclusion of PCB and TPO degrades the fatigue resistance
of the asphalt mixture and shortens its fatigue life. It can be seen
from the figure that there is little difference in fatigue performance
between 70#þ Pþ Tþ S and 70#. The loading times of 70#þ
Pþ Tþ S at high stress ratio are lower than those of the 70# as-
phalt mixture, but at low stress ratio the loading times of 70#þ Pþ
Tþ S are higher than those of the 70# asphalt mixture, which
shows that the fatigue life of 70#þ Pþ Tþ S under low load is
better than that of the 70# asphalt mixture, but the fatigue life
of the 70# asphalt mixture under high load is lower than that of
the 70# asphalt mixture. Although the fatigue performance of
70#þ Pþ Tþ S is not significantly different from that of the
70# asphalt mixture, the addition of SBS can improve the fatigue
performance of the asphalt mixture. However, because of the poor
fatigue performance of 70#þ Pþ T, the fatigue performance of the
asphalt mixture added with SBS can only be restored to the level of
the original asphalt mixture. To summarize, the addition of PCB
and TPO will reduce the fatigue performance of the asphalt mix-
ture, decrease in degree from fatigue curve. As can be seen, the
effect of TPO addition on asphalt mixture fatigue performance
is more substantial. SBS can improve an asphalt mixture’s fatigue
performance, but under the mixture ratio and modifier content used
in this study, the asphalt mixture’s fatigue performance can only be
raised to the level of the original asphalt.

Conclusions

The physical and rheological characteristics of composite-modified
asphalt as well as the mechanical characteristics and road perfor-
mance of asphalt mixture were examined based on the study of
micromechanics and performance of asphalt mixture and asphalt
binder. The following conclusions can be made:
• Through the SEM diagram, it is found that there is a clear boun-

dary between the PCB agglomerates with a radius of more than

Fig. 14. Freeze–thaw split test data.
Fig. 15. Fatigue stress and loading times curves of asphalt mixtures.
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6 μm, which indicates that the connection between the agglom-
erates whose particle size exceeds a certain range is weak, which
is beneficial for PCB to be uniformly dispersed in the asphalt
mixture.

• PCB can reduce the content of alkanes and olefins in asphalt,
TPO will increase the content of light components in asphalt,
and SBS will also absorb the light components in asphalt, in-
dicating that the composition of asphalt can be adjusted by ad-
justing the ratio of PCB, TPO, and SBS.

• Asphalt’s resistance to deformation at high temperatures will
increase thanks to PCB, while its performance at low temper-
atures will decline. TPO can be used to mix asphalt materials
to enhance PCB-modified asphalt’s low-temperature perfor-
mance while lowering its high-temperature performance. SBS
can be wound with asphalt to improve the structure, enhancing
PCB-TPO composite-modified asphalt’s high-temperature de-
formation resistance and low-temperature performance. SBS
during the dry SBS process is more evenly distributed in asphalt
at the same time as swelling forms.

• The dry modification of PCB can increase the asphalt mixture’s
high-temperature rutting resistance but decrease its low-
temperature cracking resistance and water loss resistance. The
low-temperature cracking resistance and water loss resistance of
asphalt modified by the PCB dry method supplemented with
TPO have recovered to a large extent, but the high-temperature
rutting resistance brought by TPO addition also decreased to the
near that of the original asphalt. SBS can strengthen the struc-
ture of asphalt mixture and greatly improve the high and low
temperature, water loss resistance, and fatigue resistance of
PCB-TPO dry-modified asphalt mixture, thus meeting the re-
quirements of road pavement.

• The dry modification provides a promising approach for the safe
treatment and usage of waste tires, as well as the ability to save
asphalt, consume the pyrolysis products of waste tires, improve
the performance of modified asphalt materials, conserve resour-
ces, and safeguard the environment.
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