
 
 

Delft University of Technology

Industrialization
Processes and Products
Pottgiesser, Uta

Publication date
2022
Document Version
Final published version
Published in
Modern Design. Social Commitment and Quality of Life

Citation (APA)
Pottgiesser, U. (2022). Industrialization: Processes and Products. In A. Tostoes, C. Jordá Such, M.
Palomares Figueres, & U. Pottgiesser (Eds.), Modern Design. Social Commitment and Quality of Life:
Proceedings of the 17th International docomomo Conference (pp. 256-257). DOCOMOMO.

Important note
To cite this publication, please use the final published version (if applicable).
Please check the document version above.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download, forward or distribute the text or part of it, without the consent
of the author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license such as Creative Commons.

Takedown policy
Please contact us and provide details if you believe this document breaches copyrights.
We will remove access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

This work is downloaded from Delft University of Technology.
For technical reasons the number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to a maximum of 10.



Green Open Access added to TU Delft Institutional Repository 

'You share, we take care!' - Taverne project  
 

https://www.openaccess.nl/en/you-share-we-take-care 

Otherwise as indicated in the copyright section: the publisher 
is the copyright holder of this work and the author uses the 
Dutch legislation to make this work public. 

 
 



Modern Design: 
Social Commitment 
& Quality of Life
ProceedingsProceedings



Modern Design: 
Social Commitment 
& Quality of Life
Editors
CARMEN JORDÁ SUCH
MAITE PALOMARES FIGUERES
ANA TOSTÕES
UTA POTTGIESSER

17th International Docomomo Conference
6-9 September 2022
Universitat Politècnica de València, València · Spain



Credits

Title
Modern Design. 
Social Commitment and Quality of Life

Publisher
docomomo international 
tirant lo blanch

Editors
Carmen Jordá Such
Maite Palomares Figueres
Ana Tostões
Uta Pottgiesser

Editorial Assistent
Fernando Usó
Joana Coutinho

Design
Innovatext (Valencia)

Printing

ISBN	 978-84-19286-59-8

Legal deposit  V-1642-2022

Valencia, 2022

Indexed by SCOPUS

All the right reserved. 
© of the edition, docomomo International, 
© of the images, their authors and 
© of the textes, their authors

These Proceedings may not be reproduced, 
in the whole or in part, in any form without 
written permission from the Publisher.

Procedings of the 17th International docomomo Conference 
6-9 September 2022 
Universitat Politècnica de València, Valencia



256
17th International Docomomo Conference
Modern design: Social Commitment & Quality of Life · #02 Post-war. International expansion

S06

Industrialization:  
Processes and Products

Uta Pottgiesser
TU DELFT, FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, DELFT, THE NETHERLANDS  
TH OWL, DETMOLD SCHOOL FOR ARCHITECTURE AND INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE, GERMANY

Modern Movement was not only known for the promotion of new visions for 
architectural designs but also for the innovative use of building materials 
and construction technologies. Still, one cannot be discussed without the 
other and the four papers highlight the relationship between both, the 
theoretical concepts and visions and the practical implications of production 
and economy. Famous architects’ research like the one of Candilis will be 
contextualized with works of less known architects and companies in other 
countries and dealing with other objects and typologies. All together the 
papers reveal the importance and power of design–industry collaboration–
along the value–chain of conception, design and implementation–all of them 
necessary to turn visions into reality. The authors in this session describe the 
impact of industrialization and industrial products from different functional, 
cultural and socio–economic perspectives, showcasing examples from France, 
Angola, Czechoslovakia and Germany dating from 1950s to 1980s.

Under the title “Sea, Sun and Fun: Georges Candilis’ Researches on Leisure 
Units (1963–1979)” Catherine Blain and Laurent Duport discuss different 
projects that were aiming to fulfill the needs of the new “leisure society” by 
providing accommodation units for vacationists. These units are characterized 
through the “rational relation” between two “families” of elements: determined, 
permanent and universal (essentially constructive) and undetermined, 
constantly changing (function, interior–exterior relationship, aesthetic)”. The 
authors reveal the relations between those different concepts on urban and 
building level and related to natural and human environment. 

In her paper Inês Lima Rodrigues investigates “The Role of Construction 
Companies in Modern Housing” in Late Colonial Angola exemplified by the 
footprint of the company Predial Económica Ultramarina (Precol) in the 
capital Luanda. The so–called “Precol neighbourhoods” are characterized by 
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“excellent construction techniques and architectural details” and at the same 
time promoting “futuristic and optimistic vision for urban living” as expression 
of architectural modernism. She explains how these privately commissioned 
projects contributed to the development of an “Architectural Grammar in 
housing” that is still used and attractive today.

Petr Vorlík reflects about the “Pitfalls of Late Modernism and Socialist Central 
Planning” in Czechoslovakia during the 1960s to the 1980s. He compares 
the aspirations of a young generation of architects inspired by the Western 
concepts of late modernism with the limited possibilities the building industry 
could provide. He, in particular, explains with many examples how “constant 
improvisation” turned these limits into the challenge looking to ”loopholes in 
the rigid systems of prefabricated structures and façades” in order to break 
out of the box.

Julio Garnica finally sheds light on the evolution of post–WWII living standards 
and how USA took command in this process of implementing industrial 
products into European households. A unique exhibition started in 1952 in the 
American Marshall House in Berlin to convince the European citizens of the 
advantages of newly designed interiors and industrial objects for the modern 
home, promising “a better life” within a 1:1 model environment entitled “house 
without frontiers” in other European countries.

Though very different in their subjects all contributions approach the topic on 
a theoretical and historical level and showcase how industrialized processes 
contributed to unique architectural expressions and solutions in their 
respective contexts. 


