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“Public Condenser as a social catalyst” 
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Woman (28)
‘Would add more gathering 

spaces such as cafes, art 
shows, and refugees 

center to integrate them 
into the neighborhood’ 

Women with her dog (55)
‘Would prefer more bars 

with live music and 
entertainment’

Artist (38)
‘Would like spaces for 
artists that are not 
galleries because they 

don’t help individuals and 
do not allow the artists to 

connect with the public’
Andreasviertel

status: no protests
avarage age: 42
household: singles 
facilities: health/
education

 

Weberwiese

status: active 
(Wir sind der milieu)
avarage age: 39
household: families
facilities: health/
education

 

Wriezener Bahnhof

status: no protest
avarage age: 30 
household: singles/		
students
facilities: commerce

 

Gentrification in Friedrichshain 



4

KIEZ

a l
ot
 o

f p
layg

round
s for 

kids  
cute

 lit
te b

alco
nies

chat with italian guy in kiez cafe

gree
n , g

reen a
nd mor

e green

mostly f ve f oors appartement 

child friendly

mostly r
eside

ntia
lprivate courtyard

conversation about community c
enters in

 `Frie
drich

shai
nquiet quiet 

concrete
stamp blocks

individuality

traf ic

education

mvrdv site
residential

mix
 of 

social
 groupsspo

ntan
eous

hol
zmar

kt
a lot 

of graf iti

co
nst

ruc
tio

n e
ver

ywhe
re

dif erent types of facades

f
a
n
cy
 b
ui
ld

in
gs
 

great connection public transport

good food is good mood
acti

v
e

gr
ay

 b
ui
ld
in
gs
 

pav

em
en
t

investigation neighbourhoods



5

‘Boundless architecture’
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Wriezener Karree

potential sites

OSTBAHNHOF

NEUES DEUTCHLAND

BERGHAIN

ANDREAS VIERTEL WEBERWIESE

WRIEZENER BAHNHOF
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Development of the site 

1972 1978 1990
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archive photos of the site 
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Mietskaserne Berlin

archive photos of the site 
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Mietskaserne Berlin principle

collective courtyard

different social groups
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Karree
design ambition
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(Sources: Gehl Institute, 2016)

social mixing

What is social 
mixing?

The survey tools contained in this 
Toolkit focus on Civic Mixing, or, mixing 
between different groups.  They focus 
on this spectrum because under 
appropriate conditions, interpersonal 

contact is an effective way to reduce 
prejudice between groups.

. 

Social mixing occurs on a spectrum from aloneness to close 
friendships. 

1

No Contact

5

Friends  

2

Passive Contact

343

Familiar Stranger

Civic Mixing

Chance Contact

Passive Contact

Whenever someone 
is in the presence 
of others, they are 
experiencing Passive 
Contact.  

Passive Contact 
is measured by 
observational 
analysis, which 
captures volumes of 
people, as well as 
certain demographic 
characteristics of age 
and gender.  

Chance Contact

A Chance Contact 
is when someone 
picks up the scarf 
you dropped, asks 
you for the time, or 
another non-personal 
interaction.  

Chance Contacts are 
measured by Intercept 
Surveys which ask 
participants if they 
interacted with anyone 
they didn’t know, 
and by observation, 
which captures people 
interacting.  

Familiar Stranger

The Familiar Stranger 
is someone who you 
recognize, but who you 
do not know by name. 
Familiar Strangers 
are place-based 
affiliations: maybe you 
have your coffee shop 
group or your bus stop 
group.  You could be 
in completely different 
age groups, income 
brackets, or political 
parties, but for a 
certain bubble in space 
and time, you are in the 
same group because 
you are in the same 
place.

Familiar Strangers are 
measured by a custom 
survey tool.

8 - Overview

“Social mixing occurs on a spectrum from aloneness to close
friendships” 
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inclusive flexibility participation
 

social cohesion

How does BOUNDLESS ARCHITECTURE connect to commons?

connecting through gathering space
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mixing social groups in Friedrichshain



16

mixing social groups in Friedrichshain

groups with a common interests but still isolated
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mixing social groups in Friedrichshain

mixed groups with open attitude
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Karree
design
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2

3

5

1

4

1. existing buildings are removed
2. redesign existing park
3. new route from station to the site 
4. new landscape which is porous
5. connecting with Weberwiese
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63m

25m

7m10m
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grid of 90°

grid of 90° and secundair grid of 45°
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communal kitchen

co-spaces

library 

makerspace

box theatre

workshop

exhibition

indoor sport

workshop
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height 4m

multifuntional spaces available different heights

height 5m
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indoor sport

workshop

makerspace

library

box theatre

exhibition

workshop

communal kitchen

co-spaces
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350

450

350
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forum

toilet

total

technical spaces
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1460

150

900

850

40

1460

190

1750

4200 m2

spaces height 4m

spaces height 5m
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watch zone interact zone

p=0

p -185

p -370

think/work zone
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auditorium/theather

study/reading

daytime 

exhibition

p=0

p -185

p -370
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daytime forum - interior
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daytime forum - interior
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evening forum - interior
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site

10m
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9.

9.

9.

9.

9.

9.

10.

10.

10.

10.

6.

5.
4.

3.

3.

2.

1.

p=0

p-185

p-370

ground floor +00

legend
1. forum
2. communal kitchen
3. toilet
4. multifunctional space height 4m
5. multifunctional space height 5m
6. makerspace
7. library zone
8. work/study zone
9. storage
10. technical space

passage from 
station 

passage from 

site

10m
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communal kitchen - interior
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multifunctional space - interior
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1.

5.

7.
9.

9.

8.

8.

8.

8.

5.4.

4.

p+4070

p+4440

p+5550

p+4070

p+5550

first floor +4070

10m

legend
1. forum
2. communal kitchen
3. toilet
4. multifunctional space height 4m
5. multifunctional space height 5m
6. makerspace
7. library zone
8. work/study zone
9. storage
10. technical space
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library - interior
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multifunctional space - interior
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roof +10400

10m
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(Sources: Solarix, 2023)roofscape Wriezener Karree
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GLULAM column and beams
supporting the floors and 
roof

structural cores
concrete cores supporting 
the roof and structure

secundary structure
Cross Laminated Timber 
walls and stringer tribune 
Forum

skin 
Gradwood horizontal cladding fixed 
to facade railing system
Jumbo glass panels fixed to 
structural glass fins and beams

slabs first floor
Cross Laminated Timber

slabs ground floor
concrete 

Forum
Cross Laminated Timber elements

roof 
Gradwood cladding
skylight
colored PV panels



59

wood absorb CO2 through 
photosynthesis

renewable resource and store 
carbon

no waste and little pollution

carbon storage in the structure 
of the buildings 

possibility to reuse or recycle 
to create something new

burning wood for clean energy
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cladding

water proofing

thermal insulation

cross laminated timber 

cross laminated timber 

thermal insulation

second insulation

cladding, horizontal panels 
fixed to facade railing system

flooring 

impact sound insulation
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cross blade post support

cross blade post

cap 

GLULAM column

concealed beam bracket 

GLULAM beam



62

steel plate 

u channel  

glass fin 3x12mm

patch fitting 
frameless door

patch fitting 
frameless door

spider fitting

structural silicone

jumbo glass panel
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1

2

3

peil = 0

p+4070

p+10400

p-185

17 17 17

peil = 0

p+4070

p+10400

p-185

17 17 17

peil = 0

p+4070

p+10400

p-185

17 17 17

A

C

D

B

A- ROOF
Gradwood cladding panels, 40x185mm; 
Gradwood rail system, aluminium 
Battens gradwood, 40/50mm;
Waterproofing black;
Gutter steel;
Vapour barrier;
glass foam insulation 100-200mm;
Cross Laminated Timber, 160mm;
Glulam beam;
Installation space, 850mm;
Metal frame mounting system;
Accoustic ceiling: 19mm spruce three 
layer panel, perforated 20mm soft 
wood fibre insulation 

B- FACADE
Insulated triple glazing;
Combo open and fixed timber window 
frame;
Window sill, gradwood, planed solid;
Horizontal cladding, gradwood, 185-
40mm;
Gradwood rail system, aluminium
Gradwood solid panels, 25mm;
Battens 32x60mm;
Windproofing;
Thermal insulation, 50mm;
Thermal insulation between studs 
150mm;
Vapour Barrier;
Cross Laminated Timber 160mm, 
exposed;

C-FLOOR
Timber floor parque, 16mm;
Heating screed, 74mm; 
Separating layer;
Impact sound insulation, 30mm;
Sealing;
Cross Laminated Timber 160mm;
Installation space, 600mm;
Metal frame munting system;
Accoustic ceiling: 19mm spruce 
three-layer panel, perforated 20mm 
soft wood fibre insulation; 

D- GROUNDFLOOR
Levelling compoun, 5mm;
Heating screed, 74mm;
Separating layer;
Impact sound insulation, 30mm;
Sealing;
Precast core floor slab, 300mm;
Styrock base plinth;
Thermal insulation, 150mm;
Justnimbus Rainwater system;
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detail 01
roof

detail 02
facade

detail 03
groundfloor



65

peil = 0

p+370

p+4070

p+9620

p+10400

p-370

p-370

peil = 0

p+370

p+4070

p+9620

p+10400

p-370

p-370

A- ROOF
Jumbo insulated tempered glass 
panel, 2500x6000mm;
structural silicone;
aluminium frame seal;
steel gutter;
Titanium connector embedded;

B- FACADE
Jumbo insulated tempered glass 
panel, 2500x(max 10000)(max. 
dimenson panel 3300x12000);
Structural silicone;
Spider fitting;
Glass fin, 3x 12mm

C- GROUNDFLOOR
Glass fin , 3x 12mm;
U-channel;
Steel plate anchored;
Levelling compoun, 5mm;
Heating screed, 74mm;
Separating layer;
Impact sound insulation, 30mm;
Sealing;
Precast core floor slab, 300mm;
Styrock base plinth;
Thermal insulation, 150mm;
Justnimbus Rainwater system;

4

7

5

6

8

A

C

B
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detail 04
roof

detail 07
roof

detail 05
facade

detail 08
facade
(horizontal)detail 06

groundfloor



67

East Elevation

North Elevation
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South Elevation

West Elevation
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Küche
alle für
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climate section summer
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climate section winter
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THANK YOU


