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Prologue: The Stockholm City Library
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02 Rotunda 3130 03 1:25 model

Fig. 16. Model picture

The natural light coming in from the win-
dows at the top changes throughout the 
day. It gives a sense of time, even though 
you can’t look out of the window and see 
your surroundings. The light also empha-
sizes the texture of the white walls, which 
could be interpreted as the clouds in the 
sky.
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01 Entrance 2120 03 1:25 model

Fig. 10. Model picture

One identical staircase spirals in the oppo-
site direction to this narrow one, which 
follows the Rotonda’s curve. The dim, tight 
area is made brighter by beautiful detailed 
lamps.In this space, squeezed between 
two curved walls, it gives the sensation 
of being within the framework of the Ro-
tonda, almost like being inside the poché.
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04 South Wing 5554 03 1:25 model

Fig. 31. Model picture

The serious character of the reading hall 
is captured in the layout of its furniture. 
The tables form tidy rows, and chairs face 
the center of the room, from where the 
librarian can keep watch from an elevated 
desk.

As the room was originally quite dim, the 
ceiling and desk lamps were replaced with 

lamps were added to the tables, and li-

ghting was overhauled again. Further ada-
ptations of the room include the removal 
of the original radiators that stood at both 
ends of each individual desk, and repla-
cing them with ones that were mounted 
beneath the windows.
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05 West Wing 6160 03 1:25 model

Fig. 34. Model picture

Overhead view of the entire room from 
-

the high windows, accentuating the be-
auty of the vaulted ceiling. A volume for 
ventilation equipment can be seen behind 
the bookshelf on the window side.
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06 Children’s Library 8786 03 1:25 model

Fig. 52. Model picture

The Storytelling Room is the most unique 
space in the library. To this day, it remains 
almost unchanged from its original state.

The indigo color is reminiscent of the ni-
ght sky and the realm of dreams. There is 
a painting by Swedish artist Nils Dardel 
on the curved wall. The crimson umbrella 
creates a “shelter” for children to sit under 
and listen to fairytales.
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Fig. 66. Sequence building up the 
1.25 model

Fig. 67. Sequence building up the 
1.25 model, with people
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Developing The Library
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Bazaar & Basement

First Floor

Lower Ground Floor & Ground Floor

Upper Floor
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The Bazaar Refurbishment, Extension 
& New Courtyard Gardens

The Asplund Library Refurbishment 
& New Lightwell Spaces

The Annex Refurbishment, New Connection Link 
with the Library & Delivery Point

New Storytelling Building, Lecture Rooms 
& Outdoor Space with Garden
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The Concept

Film Still from ‘The color of Pomegranates’
by Sergei Parajanov
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The Great Exhibition: India
Crystal Palace, London

A colossal fabric-hung
by Renzo Mongiardino

The Kaaba, ‘cube’ in Arabic, the house of God
Grand Mosque of Mecca

Nouakchott, Mauritania
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P1 A Room for A Library
Equilibrium of the Individual and Collective
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‘The Library’
by Giuseppe Maria Crespi

‘A book read by a thousand different people is a thousand different books.’ 
- Andrei Tarkovsky
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The Story as A Project
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