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Problem statement
Nature in Estonia
Not accessible for everyone
Bridging the gap

Photo 1 & 3 by: Enzo Boeter
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“Rapid urban growth has pushed landscape towards 
the fringes of society. There is an absence of purpose 
between a town and its immidiate surroundings. 
A more meaningful interaction between dwelling 
and landscape requires a symbolic act - one which, 
unfortunatly, seldom occurs.” 

- Christophe Girot in The Course of Landscape Architecture
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the fringes of society. There is an absence of purpose 
between a town and its immidiate surroundings. 
A more meaningful interaction between dwelling 
and landscape requires a symbolic act - one which, 
unfortunatly, seldom occurs.” 

- Christophe Girot in The Course of Landscape Architecture



Re
lat

ab
le

Re
lat

ab
le



Re
lat

ab
le

Re
lat

ab
le



Re
lat

ab
le

Re
lat

ab
le

First glance: Estonia is not religious

Second look: but there is something in the air 
which points to spirituality
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maa (Estonian) - land, country, nation, ground, soil, lot, rural, terra, 
distance, native, or earth

Maausk

usk (Estonian) - faith, belief, credence, religion, persuasion, or trust

Photo by: Urve Hermann 2019
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... is perceived to have been part of a continuum of ancient pre-
Christian folk beliefs and traditions

... is a worldview which consists of a traditional lifestyle and a 
distinct culture and language that do not exist anywhere else

Maausk

... is personal, and not one maausk is the same

Photo by: Fabian Weiss for National Geographic, 2020
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... connect with spirits and ancestors (forest, trees, stones, 
groves, springs, hills)

Shrines

Photo by: Kadri Metsma, 2016
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recognising historical sacred places

Practices

practicing traditional folk beliefs

connecting with nature

Photo by: Ahto Kaasik, 2021



Where could this narrative land?

How can architecture enable a place in Tallinn to 
connect with nature on the principles of Maausk?
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masterplan | 1:10000 N
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Procession begin-
ning, 1st station: the 
overlook

Airloom area

small light posts along a distinct path

Gateway of a wooden 
plank between two trees

P

P

Busstop designed as a sovjet 
busstop as an expression of 
identity

Transferium

Fenced area where 
cows reside

sightlines from the overlook 
at the end of the stroll
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P

procession

3rd station; conflict of structure 
of the road and chaos beyond 
the gateway of a wooden plank 
between two trees

2nd station; halfway point 
signified by a tree and an 
information sign for the 
local birds

Procession begin-
ning, 1st station: the 
overlook

procession



W
alk

ab
le

W
alk

ab
le

processionprocessionramble

The edge of the water 
confines an aimless area

Campfire place for small groups

Campfire place for a big group

3rd station; conflict of structure 
of the road and chaos beyond 
the gateway of a wooden plank 
between two trees
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IC S2 by FLOS 

IsoBouw Avi-nest box

2

1

- As organic as possible
- Nature inclusive
- Reet harvested from landscape maintanance



Bu
ild

ab
le

Bu
ild

ab
le

ventilation pipe

perferrated metal ventilation 
strip

thatch layer, sowed tightly together

50x50x1500 sticks holding the top layer of 
thatch, set with a thin long stick

- Ridge detail in Estonian tradition
- Ventilated thatched roof, but mimicked 
on the inside
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- Limestone wall as rain splash protection 
and continues outline of the building
- Crawling space for installations
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climate concept fall/winter | 1:100

WTW
LBK

airloom wind energy

kitchen air exhaust

kitchen air exhaust
fin oven exhaust with 
wood smoke filter

air extraction via chimney 
working as the first heat 
recovery Stoov elekrtic blankets for 

micro climate control

fin ovens, 80% efficiency using 1 
big basket of local birch wood p/d

fin oven exhaust with 
wood smoke filter

openable window 
in sauna
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climate concept spring/summer | 1:100

LBK

airloom wind energy

air ventilated thatched roof 
decreases heat-stress

kitchen air exhaust

Stoov elekrtic blankets for 
micro climate control

openable window 
in sauna




