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During Thermoacoustic Instabilities

Thomas Govaert*
Aerospace Propulsion Products, 4791 RT Klundert, The Netherlands
Wolfgang Armbruster, Justin S. Hardi,# Dmitry Suslov,} and Michael Oschwald!
DLR, German Aerospace Center, 74239 Hardthausen, Germany

and

Barry T. C. Zandbergen—
Delft University of Technology, 2629 HS Delft, The Netherlands

https://doi.org/10.2514/1.B38304

A subscale, research rocket thrust chamber operating with cryogenic oxygen and hydrogen exhibits self-excited
transverse-mode instabilities with amplitudes of more than 80 % of the steady combustion chamber pressure (peak-to-
peak) for some operating conditions. During unstable combustion, an increase in the integral heat flux into the water-
cooled combustion chamber walls of 20-40% with respect to stable conditions was experienced. A model was derived
to predict changes in the axial heat flux profile considering only the dependence of flame length on the amplitude of
transverse acoustic oscillations. The model predicts an increase in heat flux in the upstream part of the chamber by up
to a factor of 7. This drastic increase is in agreement with past observations of rocket engine failures due to
instabilities, in which the structural damage is commonly observed on the faceplate and the walls adjacent to the
injection plane. The model also predicts a peak increase in integral heat flux of up to about 25 %. While falling short of
the peak experimental value of 40%, it nevertheless suggests that flame length is the dominant influence on the

distribution of thermal loads in this study.
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Subscripts

c = sonic

CcC = completed combustion

cc = combustion chamber

eff = effective

HG =  hotgas

int = integrated

pred = predicted

sc = sensor cooling

T = first transverse acoustic mode
w = chamber wall

% = percentage relative change

I. Introduction

NE of the most challenging problems encountered in the
development of liquid propellant rocket engine (LPRE) thrust
chambers is high-frequency combustion instabilities. High-
frequency combustion instabilities are oscillations in combustion
chamber pressure of a magnitude larger than 10% peak-to-peak of
the mean chamber pressure and are generated and sustained by
unsteady heat release coupled with chamber acoustic modes [1,2].
Historically, these instabilities have been extremely dangerous for
rocket engines, with the most dangerous aspect being an increased
heat flux during unstable combustion, which can lead to thermal
damage of the injector faceplate or chamber walls, often resulting in
mission failure [3-6].
Sutton and Biblarz report observed increases of heat flux between
4 to 10 times that during stable combustion [1], although not differ-
entiating whether this increase was local or integral over the entire
chamber length. Similarly, Harrje and Reardon report observed four-
fold increases in heat flux during transverse-mode instabilities and
smaller increases for longitudinal-mode instabilities [6]. Also, Dra-
novsky reports heat flux increases of up to a factor of 6, although in
this case, observations are focused on heat fluxes near the injector
face [5]. Direct experimental measurements have been published by
Hulka and Jones, showing increases in heat flux near the injector face
up to a factor of 8-12, while the increase in integral heat flux was
much less [7]. Some subscale experimental thrust chambers showed
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significant damage at or close to the injector faceplate, for example
failed baftles [8], after combustion instabilities have been observed,
while other segments in the chamber remain unaffected. Similar
observations have been reported globally, where the presence of
high-frequency combustion instabilities causes the injector plate or
chamber walls close to the injection plane to often show the most
severe damage rather than similar damages throughout the complete
combustion chamber length [6,9-11].

Although thermal damage to the upstream region of the combus-
tion chamber has been a known effect of combustion instabilities for
decades, there are currently no accepted physical explanations for
why these increases of heat flux result from the acoustic oscillations
in the chamber. There are some studies that attempt to explain the
increased heat transfer through an increase in heat transfer coeffi-
cient. A first cause for this could be the destruction of a thermal
boundary layer at the chamber wall due to the violent acoustic
oscillations [12]. Experimental research on pulse combustors reports
only slight to no effect of pressure waves on heat flux to the chamber
walls [13,14]. Van Buren and Polifke analyzed the heat transfer
coefficient increase due to boundary layer interaction within oscil-
latory channel flow. The authors reported that there is no enhance-
ment in heat transfer coefficient for laminar flows [15]. However, for
turbulent flows, the heat transfer normal to the wall can approxi-
mately double for acoustic velocity amplitudes that reach more than
four times the convective velocity in the channel [15]. From Bartz’s
work, it can be seen that the heat transfer coefficient is proportional to
convective velocity to the power 0.8, meaning at least a similar factor
increase in convective velocity would be required to explain the large
heat flux increases [16]. An estimate made in this study shows that a
superposition of acoustic velocity on mean flow in the chamber can
conceivably increase the local convective velocity to such levels. This
effect will appear only locally depending on the distribution of the
unstable acoustic mode. Although some increase in local heat transfer
coefficient is thus likely, there is still a large gap with respect to
reported local increases in heat flux. Therefore, in this study, it is
assumed that, although the disturbance of the boundary layer during
instabilities might be present and can contribute to the rise of heat flux
through an enhancement in heat transfer coefficient, the effect is not
strong enough to explain a large part of the reported heat flux
increases of orders of magnitude.

Instead, this study focuses on a different and separate aspect, that
being a change in flame length and corresponding hot gas distribution
over the length of a combustion chamber. From numerical and
experimental studies that visualize the response of shear coaxial
flames to transverse acoustic oscillations, it is known that the liquid
oxygen (LOX) core and the surrounding flame shorten significantly
at high amplitude [17-23]. This change in LOX core and flame
characteristics influences the heat release distribution within the
combustion chamber, but the role of this effect has not yet been
explored in accounting for heightened upstream heat flux. The
present work addresses this effect in studying the relationship
between heat flux and acoustic amplitude in a subscale LOX—
hydrogen (H,) thrust chamber. The chamber showed self-excited,
high-amplitude combustion instabilities while operating under con-
ditions highly representative of upper-stage engines [24]. Making use
of a water-cooled cylindrical chamber segment, it was possible to
determine the total heat flow spatially integrated over the inner wall
surface. During transverse-mode combustion instabilities with peak-
to-peak amplitudes of more than 80% with respect to the mean
combustion chamber pressure, the integral heat flux increased by
10-40%. This observation seems to be inconsistent with the
order-of-magnitude increases reported in literature.

This paper presents a new model of heat flux distribution with
dependence on the amplitude of transverse combustion instabilities.
Applied to the aforementioned thrust chamber, the model can explain
both the rather low increase in total heat flow and the significantly
higher localized increases of heat flux similar to the values reported in
literature.

This paper is structured as follows. First the experimental setup is
introduced. Then the determination of increases in heat flux during
unstable combustion will be explained. Next, the new model for

predicting the redistribution of heat flux is derived in detail. The
model is then compared with the experimental results.

II. Experimental Method
A. Subscale Thrust Chamber Model D

The experimental analysis and the derived model have been evalu-
ated with data from the DLR research thrust chamber model D
(BKD). The thrust chamber consists of the injector head, an instru-
mented measurement ring, a cylindrical chamber segment, and a
convergent—divergent nozzle, as illustrated in Fig. 1. The inner
diameter of the chamber is 80 mm, and the length of the cylindrical
part of the chamber is 215.5 mm. The nozzle diameter is 50 mm,
yielding a realistic contraction ratio of 2.56 and a characteristic
chamber length of L* = 0.64 m. The injector head consists of 42
shear coaxial injection elements with recessed and tapered LOX posts
of inner diameter 3.6 mm. The injectors are arranged in three con-
centric circles, and the corresponding injector pattern is presented
in Fig. 2.

To measure the acoustic pressure oscillations, the combustion
chamber has been equipped with eight high-frequency pressure
sensors. These water-cooled sensors are flush mounted in a meas-
urement ring, which is installed between the injector head and the
cylindrical segment as shown in Fig. 1. The signals are recorded with
a sampling frequency of 100 kHz, and a 30 kHz antialiasing low-
pass filter is applied. The measurement range is set to =30 bar. For
stable operation with low oscillation amplitudes, a measurement
uncertainty of £0.054 bar was estimated. For elevated oscillation
amplitudes during unstable operation, this value increases to about
£0.092 bar.

B. Operating Conditions

BKD is operated at the European research and technology test
bench P8 for high-pressure combustion. Measurements from several
test campaigns covering a wide range of operating conditions with the
propellant combination LOX/H, are analyzed in this study. The
typical LOX injection temperature is about 7, = 110 K, and
Ty, = 95-100 K. Within the combustion stability research of Gron-
ing et al. [25-27], the combustion chamber pressure p.. was varied
between 50 and 80 bar. Thus, all the operating conditions are char-
acterized by transcritical injection. The oxidizer to fuel propellant
mixture ratio (ROF = s, /i1y, ) was varied in the range from 2 to 7.
At the load point of p.. = 80 bar and ROF = 6, the thrust is about
24 kN, and the thermal power is almost 90 MW, which makes BKD
comparable to small upper-stage engines.

cyl. coolant outlet

S cylinder segment

3y

H, connector (6x)
LOX connector cyl. coolant inlet
nozzle segment

Fig.1 DLR research thrust chamber BKD.
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igniter tube

injector

faceplate
Fig. 2 Injector pattern of BKD [25].

C. Heat Flow Measurements

Originally, the BKD combustor was designed to investigate the heat
transfer under regenerative cooling with cryogenic coolants [28]. The
liner of the cylindrical segment and the nozzle segment is a copper
alloy liner with 95 milled cooling channels. A galvanic nickel jacket
closes the cooling channels to the outside. For the investigation of
combustion instabilities, the combustion chamber and nozzle segment
are water cooled in a coflow direction. Turbine flow meters for each
cooled segment measure the mass flow rate of the coolant. Thermo-
couples and pressure sensors are installed at the inlet and outlet pipes of
the cooling circuit in order to measure the pressure drop and temper-
ature rise of the coolant. This allows the increase in enthalpy of the
coolant in the chamber segment to be calculated and, hence, the
integral heat flux into the chamber walls over the length of both
the cylindrical segment and the nozzle segment.

The uncertainty of the experimentally measured heat flow into the
cylindrical combustion chamber has been estimated as follows. The
measurement accuracy of the temperature difference between ther-
mocouples at the inlet and outlet depends on the total temperature
difference and, therefore, on the total heat flow. For the heat flow in
the cylindrical segment, the uncertainty is estimated to be less than
12% for 700 kW and below 4% for 2000 kW, corresponding to the
bottom and upper limits of measured heat flows.

Losses from the cylindrical segment were also estimated. Radia-
tion losses from the outer surface area of the segment are below 0.1%
and are therefore negligible. There is the potential for heat transfer
between the contacting surfaces of the warm end of the cylindrical
segment and the colder front face of the nozzle segment. Based on the
temperature difference of the coolant water between cylinder exit and
nozzle inlet, the distance between the inlet and outlet cooling chan-
nels, and the thermal conductivity of the liner material and the contact
area, the axial enthalpy losses from the cylinder into the nozzle have
been conservatively estimated to be less than 1%. A stainless steel
distancing ring with low thermal conductivity is placed between the
measurement ring and the injector head. For that reason, it is assumed
that any axial heat transfer from the cooled segment to the injector
head is negligible. In total, the error of the measured heat flow into the
cylindrical segment of BKD is estimated to be less than 14% for
700 kW and below 5% for 2000 kW, corresponding to the lower and
upper limits of measured heat flows.

D. High-Amplitude Combustion Instability

Two different kinds of high-frequency combustion instabilities
have been observed in the BKD test runs. The first type has been
investigated in detail by Groning et al. and is characterized by an
excited first transverse (1T) chamber mode with averaged rms
amplitudes of about 3.4 bar, which is driven by LOX post eigenmodes
[25-27,29]. A second type of instability with higher amplitudes has
been described by Armbruster et al. [24]. The raw pressure oscillation
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Fig. 3 Test sequence and pressure fluctuation spectrogram of a

BKD test run in which the high-amplitude instability occurred from
about 14 to 31 s [24].

signal and the corresponding spectrogram for an exemplary test run
are presented in Fig. 3. It shows that, in this test run, the high-
amplitude combustion instability appears for different operating
conditions in the period from about 1431 s. This instability shows
large amplitudes at peak frequencies between 10.4 and 12.1 kHz and
occurred in six test runs including different operating conditions. For
short periods, the amplitudes even exceeded the sensors’ measure-
ment range of 30 bar. This is equivalent to peak-to-peak values of
up to 80% of p... Most of the recorded samples are still in the
measurement range, and the maximum rms value was 18 bar. The
amplitude changes rapidly between periods of low and high ampli-
tudes, while the acoustic-mode shape of the instability resembles that
of the 1T chamber mode. The 1T-mode changes from a standing
mode for low amplitudes to a fully rotating 1T mode for high
amplitudes. Furthermore, the frequency of the oscillation reacts to
the amplitude variation and follows with a small time lag. The
frequency shifted from a value of about 9.5 kHz for low amplitudes
up to almost 12 kHz, an increase of more than 25%. Both observa-
tions, the switch from standing to spinning modes as well as the
increase in oscillation frequency with growing amplitudes, could
be explained by rotating detonationlike traveling waves [6,30,31].
However, the analysis presented by Armbruster et al. showed that,
even for the high amplitudes, the oscillation resembles that of an
acoustic 1T mode [24]. For this reason, another explanation for the
observed frequency shift needs to be present.

A similar effect of shifting eigenmode frequency has also been
observed in the research combustor model H (BKH) under acoustic
forcing [32,33]. A siren is used to force resonance of the 1T mode of
the combustion chamber, and the response of the five clustered
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flames was observed via large optical access windows. The fre-
quency increase of the 1T mode during forcing could be explained
by observing the impact of transverse acoustic velocity on the flame,
which improved mixing and reduced the length of the combustion
zone significantly, thereby increasing the speed of sound in the
upstream part of the chamber where the 1T mode resides. This
behavior in BKH has since been reproduced numerically [22,34].
The effect of tangential acoustic oscillations on flame length in BKD
for lower amplitude has also been shown numerically [23,35,36]. The
previous experimental investigation of the frequency shift of the 1T
mode in BKD for periods of varying transverse pressure amplitudes
p’ also concluded that the measured frequency shift in BKD could
well be explained by a similar flame length reduction mechanism as
in BKH [24].

III. Measured Heat Flow

Now that the instability characteristics of BKD are understood, in
this paper, the influence of the combustion instability on the exper-
imentally measured heat transfer will be investigated. For most of the
test runs, the instability appeared spontaneously and disappeared
after a duration on the order of 0.1 s. Due to the thermal inertia of
the structure of the combustion chamber, the response time of ther-
mocouples of about 0.2 s, and the time lag of the coolant flow
between the inlet and exit thermocouples, the measured heat flow
reacts with a delay to changes in the conditions in the chamber. This
time lag has been calculated for stable test runs by a cross correlation
between changes in operating condition (p.., ROF) and the respond-
ing change in heat flow. The calculated time lag was consistently
between 0.3 and 0.4 s. This means that, in most of the test runs, the
duration of unstable combustion was not long enough to achieve
steady-state heat transfer conditions. Only in two test runs was the
high-amplitude combustion instability present for more than 1 s. In
one of these runs, the instability appeared during a transient load
point change and is therefore challenging to evaluate. Thus, the
presented analysis was performed on a single test run with sustained
instability and with different operating conditions, which is presented
in Fig. 3.

For this work, the heat flow into the cylindrical chamber section is
investigated. As mentioned, this integral heat flux in the cylindrical
chamber segment Q;, is determined using Eq. (1) by means of
calculating the change in enthalpy of the water, which is used to cool
the chamber walls:

Qim = fi_H =1 - (hout - hin) (1)
t

Here, m is the cooling water mass flow rate in the cylindrical segment

and £ is the specific enthalphy of water. The specific enthalphy values

for water were obtained from NIST REFPROP 9.1 using the mea-

sured coolant temperature and pressure at the inlet and at the outlet of

the chamber.

To quantify increases of heat transfer during unstable combustion,
it is necessary to know the heat flow for the same operating condition
without instabilities. The well-known, semi-empirical Bartz equation
[16] was applied to the BKD conditions but showed large deviation
from the measured integral heat flux. These deviations were to be
expected, as Bartz is mainly representative for equilibrium condi-
tions, while integral heat fluxes include the entire combustion profile.
For that reason, it was decided to use generic correlations to obtain
high fit accuracy for the specific BKD data. It was not the goal of this
study to find a generally applicable heat flux prediction correlation
but rather to determine the increase in heat flow into the cylindrical
chamber segment of this experiment during combustion instability.
Controlled variables that affect the equilibrium gas properties and
thus the heat transfer are ROF, p.., and the hydrogen injection
temperature 7', . Hence, these were chosen as a basis for a function
to fit the heat flow data.

A fully empirical approach was chosen. Optimizing the fit to
experimental heat flow data from several different test runs resulted
in the fitting function

Oprea = @~ pet - ROF" - Tj3 + Ty, by +c 2)

The fitting parameters a, by, b,, bz, by, and ¢ are optimized for
each test run individually via a least-squares method. This fitting was
applied to eight different BKD test data sets. The data sets were
preprocessed to remove samples for pressure oscillation amplitudes
greater than 5% and during transition between load points so that only
stable and steady-state operating conditions are used for the fit.

The obtained fits show mean deviations with respect to the mea-
sured data of less than 4% for all test runs and less than 2% for most
runs. A comparison of the predicted heat flow by the correlation and
the experimentally observed heat flow is shown in Fig. 4 for exem-
plary test runs with low (Fig. 4a) and high (Fig. 4b) Ty, .

The obtained fits matched the temporal heat flow profiles very
closely, which allowed extrapolating throughout the periods of unsta-
ble combustion with confidence. During these periods, large devia-
tions to the fitted function were observed. An exemplary analysis is
depicted in Fig. 5 (top). Considering the good fit during stable
combustion, the deviation can be attributed to increases in heat
transfer related to the combustion instabilities.

It is evident in Fig. 5 that the deviation in integral heat flux (Fig. 5
middle) is related to the magnitude of acoustic pressure oscillations
(Fig. 5 bottom). During high acoustic amplitudes between 12 and
31 s, aclear increase in integral heat flux of up to 40% is determined,
whereas for low amplitudes below 3 bar, there is no clear increase in
heat flow. The measured increases of heat flow are significantly larger
than the uncertainties in the measured integral heat flow.

However, the increase in the heat flow is surprisingly low for the
high amplitudes. This could be due to the fact that other propellant
combinations or injector types may lead to a more severe increase in
the heat transfer with unstable combustion. Besides, the values of
heat transfer increase that are given in literature are significantly
larger but are often referring to local heat flux increases in the
proximity of the injection plane. BKD has not been equipped with
axially distributed cooling circuits. For that reason, an axial heat flux
profile and also the distributed heat flux increase cannot be derived
from the experiment. However, the measurement ring contains
three thermocouples, which reach about 1 mm into hot gas 5.5 mm
downstream of the injection plane. In addition, the eight acoustic

2000} Qoo {60

77777 Qpred

— — — Error 2

Z 1500t 10
1000+ ; 120
A
500 Ve YN aa JI‘.'\J'\I\/’\.MM LA -.«-"4’ \ 0
10 20 30 40 50 60
t,s

a) Test run with low Ty,

20001 160
- R

1500 140 =
= g

1000+ 120

500 LA AN W2 N NN Vel 0
20 40 60 80
t,s

b) Test run with high Tp,

Fig. 4 Fitted heat flow correlation in comparison to experimentally
measured heat flow evolution for two exemplary test runs.
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Fig.5 Comparison of predicted (stable) and measured heat flow during
an unstable test.

pressure sensors in the measurement ring are water cooled. The
coolant flow is also measured with a turbine flow meter, and the inlet
and outlet manifolds of the cooling system contain thermocouples
and static pressure sensors. Therefore, the increase in the heat transfer
into the sensors, which cover the first 9 mm of the cylindrical
chamber, can additionally be investigated. Figure 6 shows the mean
hot gas temperature Ty atx = 5.5 mm and also the heat flow into the

800}
el
= 600}
g
g
2 400
g
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0 10 20 30 40 50 60

t,s

a) Hot gas temperature at 5.5 mm downstream the injection plane

Qe kKW
N

0 I I I L L
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b) Heat flow into the acoustic pressure sensor water cooling

Fig. 6 Thermal loads in the measurement ring for the exemplary test
run in Fig. 3.

sensor-cooling system QSC for the unstable test run. The rms ampli-
tudes are also presented.

Both the hot gas temperature in the measurement plane and the
heat flow into the sensor cooling show a significant increase during
unstable combustion. Due to a slow coolant flow velocity, the sensor-
cooling circuit has a delay of a few seconds. However, there is a clear
relation of Q. and the 1T amplitudes with a certain time delay. After
the high-amplitude combustion instability appeared, O jumps from
520 W for stable conditions to more than 2200 W and later even to
almost 2900 W. After the instability disappeared, the sensor-cooling
heat flow drops below 1500 W again. From these values, a localized
increase in heat transfer between factors of 1.9 and 5.5 during
unstable combustion can be derived. These factors are higher than
the integral heat flux into the cylindrical combustion chamber seg-
ment and comparable to the values given in literature [1,6]. These
observations therefore indicate that the increase in heat flux during
unstable combustion is not homogeneously distributed along the
chamber axis but seems to have the strongest increase at the head
end of the chamber. This is in agreement with heat flux increase
observations in a LOX/CH,4 combustion chamber by Hulka and
Jones [7].

IV. Model of Heat Flux Distribution
A. Heat Flux Profile

The experiment shows a significant increase in thermal loads
during unstable combustion. As was shown, the heat flux increase
is not homogeneously distributed but seems to be strongest at the
injection plane. In a next step, a theoretical model for heat flux
increases due to transverse-mode instabilities will be derived in this
paper. This model is based only on the shortening of the combustion
zone due to instability and therefore mainly a change in the temper-
ature field. Effects of the acoustic oscillations on the heat transfer
coefficient at the chamber wall are neglected. A generic heat flux
profile from the injection plane to the end of the chamber cylindrical
segment was constructed from three parts: an initial heat flux value at
the injector faceplate, an increasing profile corresponding to the
length of the flame, and a final value reached for equilibrium burnt
gas conditions in the combustion chamber gcc. Typical heat flux
profiles for multi-element liquid propellant rocket engine combus-
tion chambers can be found in the literature [2,3,37—40]. Experimen-
tally and numerically derived heat flux profiles of comparable
combustors were evaluated in order to inform the derivation of a
generic profile in BKD and are compared in Fig. 7.

In the example heat flux profiles from literature, it can be observed
that the heat flux starts from low initial values at the injection plane
and reaches an almost constant heat flux plateau at the end of the
cylindrical combustion chamber. The transition from the low initial
heat flux to the almost constant value follows approximately an
elongated s-shaped increase. The length of this transition correlates
with the length of the mixing and combustion zone or, in other words,

2 | ———  pee = 55 bar ROF = 5.6 [37] . 1‘. 1
— — — Pe=100bar ROF =6 [38] | - ™|,
---------- Pee = 205 bar ROF =6 [39] | A A\

15F | —-—-— Pec = 100 bar ROF = 6 [40] ' .

q(z)/dec

0 1 1

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2

x / Lthroat

Fig.7 Exemplary normalized chamber heat flux profiles for supercriti-
cal LOX/H, combustion adjusted from published profiles [37-40].
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Fig. 8 Generic BKD heat flux profiles illustrating the impact of the
shortened combustion zone due to transverse combustion instability. The
overlaid images of flames for stable and unstable conditions of BKD have
been adjusted from LES results of Schmitt et al. [35].

the flame length. After the combustion is completed, the mean
flowfield does not show large variation in the axial direction, which
explains the constant plateau of ¢ at the downstream end of the
cylindrical combustion chamber.

For the experimental combustion chamber BKD, a detailed heat
flux profile does not exist. However, a simplified profile based on the
published profiles in Fig. 7 can be derived. The initial heat flux value
at the injector face is assumed to depend mostly on the temperatures
of the injected propellants. Experimental results of combustors with
comparable operating conditions are between 0 and 10 MW /m?,
with dependence on hydrogen inlet temperatures [38,41]. The value
reached after completed combustion gcc could be estimated using
the Bartz equation and has an average value of around 35 MW /m?
for the range of operating conditions in BKD. This value is consistent
with those in the examples displayed in Fig. 7, which range
from about 31 MW /m? for p., = 55 bar and ROF = 5.6 [37] to
45 MW /m? for p.. = 100 bar and ROF = 6 [3,38,39].

Figure 8 shows the resulting, generic heat flux profile that is
assumed for BKD in this study. The transition from the initial lower
heat flux value to the almost constant plateau is hereby described by
part of a sine function (from —z /2 to z/2). As described before, the
length of that s-shaped increase is thereby depending on the length of
the combustion zone xcc. Two flame solutions from large eddy
simulation (LES) results of BKD [35] for stable and unstable con-
ditions are also presented. Based on the shorter flame for unstable
conditions, chemical equilibrium and thus the constant ¢ plateau is
achieved earlier in the combustion chamber.

From the two simplified heat flux profiles in Fig. 8, it can already
be observed that the shorter flames will lead to alocal g(x) increase in
the first part of the chamber and also to an increase in the integral heat
flux in the cylindrical combustion chamber. However, in order to
quantify this flame-shortening effect on the local and integral heat
transfer, an expression for the flame length as a function of the
transverse acoustic oscillations is required. This flame retraction
submodel will be described in the next paragraph.

B. Flame Retraction Submodel

To construct an experimental model that can predict the observed
increases in heat flow due to the flame-shortening process, observa-
tions from the aforementioned BKH were used as a basis. While a
siren incorporated in the upper wall subjects the five central flames to
a high-amplitude, transverse acoustic field, backlit shadowgraph
imaging reveals how the LOX core decreases in length due to
accelerated breakup and mixing driven by the transverse acoustic
velocity oscillations. By virtue of the high frame rate of the imaging,
the length of the intact part of the LOX core could be measured with
dependence on the acoustic amplitude [20,21]. Cases from BKH
were selected based on their similarity to operating conditions in
BKD, namely supercritical pressure and both high and low T,, and
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— — — cold H, (LH)
201 1
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Fig.9 Correlation of LOX core length reduction as a function of relative
transverse-mode amplitude for different operating conditions in a rec-
tangular chamber (curves adjusted from [20,42]).

the similarity in injector geometry between BKH and BKD. Exam-
ples of fitted LOX core length profiles are shown in Fig. 9.
The fit expressions are

L ,
— =29.55.0.7% + 6 3)
DBKH
and
L ,
— =3497-0.717% + 5.29 4)
DBKH

for high and low Ty, cases, respectively. While measurements in
BKH did not extend beyond a relative amplitude of 9.7%, the
asymptotic behavior is assumed to result in minimal error for extrapo-
lation to the higher amplitude reached in BKD. Note that the flame
shortening is driven by its interaction with the transverse acoustic
velocities 1’ rather than the pressure amplitudes directly. However,
because transverse velocities cannot be measured with the given
setup, the flame retraction correlations are given as a function of
measured relative pressure amplitudes at the chamber wall.

For this reason, although normalized, these expressions are not
generalized. For example, a transverse pressure wave in the rectan-
gular geometry of BKH with centrally clustered injectors will not
induce the same transverse velocities over the injector as a tangential-
mode wave of the same amplitude in a chamber with cylindrical
geometry, such as BKD. To generalize Eq. (5), the pressure ampli-
tudes shall be scaled to compensate for the difference in induced
acoustic velocities, as shown in Eq. (6), where the effective velocity
ulg is the mean transverse velocity magnitude at the position of a
given LOX jet. Equations (3) and (4) were scaled by relative trans-
verse acoustic velocities according to

L

= = / 5

DEBKH fpa) Q)
L UBKD,,
— — f(pé/o . ]?KDelf) (6)
DsBkD BKH,y

For BKH, this is relatively simple to calculate due to the rectan-
gular, high-aspect-ratio geometry of the combustion chamber and
central location of the injector elements. This allows the velocity to be
estimated as a function of acoustic pressure amplitudes p’ with the
one-dimensional standing wave formula. Thus, the effective velocity
averaged over one cycle in this case is

11
UBKH,, ZmP VA )

where p’ is the 1T amplitude measured at the wall, and p and u, are
the mean density and speed of sound of the combustion gases in the
chamber, respectively. Example calculations for different ROF values
and chamber pressures are shown in Fig. 10 [20,34,42].



Downloaded by TU DELFT on November 25, 2021 | http://arc.aiaa.org | DOI: 10.2514/1.B38304

958 GOVAERT ET AL.

600 - - T ' '
pcc:60 bar ROF =3
I I B pcc:80 bar ROF:6
2}
% 400¢ =
_5 200} =T
= _
00 5 10 15 20 25 30
Pir, bar

Fig. 10 Estimated mean transverse velocities at the injector in the BKH
combustor.

Estimating u/;; in BKD is not so straightforward because the
circular chamber cross section and rotational character of the 1T
mode need to be taken into account. To describe the rotational
character, experimental data were available from seven of the eight
acoustic pressure sensors that were flush mounted near the injector
plate and equally spaced around the circumference. Figure 11 shows
the p’ signals, bandpass filtered around the 1T mode, describing a
standing 1T mode for low p’ amplitude (Fig. 1 1a) and a fully rotating
mode for higher amplitude (Fig. 11b). Standing wave behavior was
consistently observed for amplitudes below 10 bar, and a rotating
mode was consistently observed for amplitudes above 15 bar [24].

The analytic solution for the pressure distribution of the first
tangential eigenmode of a cylindrical volume was taken from
Sliphorst et al. for standing and spinning modes [43]. The corre-
sponding velocity field can be obtained from Euler’s equation as

1
u'(0,rg,t) = —;/Vp’(@, ro, 1) dt 8)

where Vp'(6, rg) is the gradient of the 1T pressure field in polar
coordinates and p the mean density in the chamber taken at combus-
tion equilibrium, just as for BKH. The resulting pressure and velocity
fields for standing and rotating 1T modes are given in Fig. 12. The
velocity field has a 90 deg phase offset with respect to the pres-
sure field.

20 | ———— p' sensors in meas. ringl

®

b) Spinning 1T mode for high amplitudes

Fig.11 Chamber 1T-mode characteristics for the exemplary test run in
Fig. 3.
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Fig. 12 1T-mode pressure and velocity field distributions at the injec-
tion plane in BKD.

Having defined the transverse velocity fields, the magnitude as
projected onto the injector locations can be determined. In this work,
only the outer ring of injector elements is considered. The flames of
these injectors are adjacent the chamber wall and therefore dominate
the contribution of heat flux into the walls. Transverse velocities near
the wall are the lowest, and so the flames are expected to retract the
least, thus acting as a boundary between shorter, inner-row injector
flames. To relate local transverse velocities to p” at the wall in BKD, a
standing wave is assumed for amplitudes below 10 bar and rotating
waves above 10 bar. Resulting local transverse velocities are plotted
in Fig. 13 for the three rows of elements.

Although not the focus of this study, this estimate of effective
convective velocities at the chamber walls does allow the possibility
for an enhanced heat transfer coefficient to be evaluated. Both axial
and transverse velocities can be estimated by making use of the axial
speed of sound and Mach number profiles in BKD calculated by
Schulze and Sattelmayer [44,45]. Acoustic velocities were estimated
by scaling the acoustic velocity magnitude as calculated for
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inner row injectors
(S V[0 o PU—— middle row injectors| .~ ]

é ----------- outer row injectors | " "

y 400 — | ST 1

a //////
2

3
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0 | i
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3
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Fig. 13 Transverse acoustic velocity local to injectors arranged in three
rows as a function of acoustic pressure amplitude measured at the wall in
BKD.
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Table 1 Estimated increases in convective velocities

x,m u.,m/s M Axial velocity, m/s u’,m/s

Scaling factor u

m/s Total velocity, m Factor increase

’
real’

0 1100 0.060 66 259
0.025 1400  0.075 105 329
0.05 1450  0.100 145 341
0.1 1700  0.225 383 400
0.2 1700  0.225 383 400

1.00 259 267 4.1
0.75 263 283 2.6
0.50 188 237 1.4
0.25 100 396 1.0
0.05 20 384 1.0

completed combustion in Fig. 13 with the respective speed of sound
at each chamber section. As transverse pressure amplitude decays
toward the end of the chamber, the acoustic velocities were scaled
with the axial 1T-mode amplitude profile from Schulze and Sattel-
mayer [44,45], and finally a comparison can be made between
acoustic velocities and mean flow velocities. From results presented
in Table 1, a maximum convective velocity increase over the com-
bustor walls of a factor of 4 can be found at the injector faceplate, a
factor of 2.6 immediately after injection, and no increase following
completion of combustion. From Bartz, the heat flux is proportional
to the convective velocity to the power 0.8, meaning a heat transfer
increase of a factor of 3 can be expected at the injector faceplate,
which follows the same trend as the convective velocity by dropping
quickly to a factor of 2.2 and disappearing as pressure amplitudes
dampen out. In the case of BKD, this increase only applies to a very
small region directly at the injector faceplate. In conclusion, the local
increases in convective velocities is thought to be a significant
contributor that should be better quantified, although this effect alone
is insufficient to explain the reported factors of 4-10 increases in heat
transfer in literature [1,5,6]. Further analysis is outside the scope of
the study presented in this paper.

Instead, an explanation for the remaining gap in heat transfer
increase will be offered, showing that the flame length reduction
can explain both the lower heat flow increase in the experiment (up to
40%) as well as high local increases in heat flux of up to 1000%.

The absolute intact LOX jet length of the outer row of injectors,
estimated from Eq. (6), is shown in Fig. 14. The model output is
referred to as flame length because the intact LOX jet length strongly
defines the topology of the reaction zone of a flame and therefore the
heat flux experienced by a neighboring wall surface. Further verifi-
cation of this estimated flame length was sought from CFD results.
BKD has become a well-known test case for numerical modeling of
CFD simulations of BKD for different operating conditions and
acoustic amplitudes. All of the simulations show flame shortening
and can therefore be compared with the flame length model for BKD,
shown as points overlaid in Fig. 14. From the CFD solutions
[23,35,36], the flame lengths were visually estimated for stable and
unstable conditions. In all simulations, a reduction in flame length
was observed for transverse oscillations. Despite high uncertainty in
measuring the flame length from the CFD solutions, and excepting
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Fig. 14 Comparison of the applied BKD flame length model with BKD
simulation results: URANS GH [23], LES GH [36], LES LH [35].

one outlier, the trend of flame length reduction from the simulations is
well reproduced by the derived model.

V. Results and Discussion

The flame length correlation derived in the paper before was used
to estimate heat flux profiles for the range of unstable amplitudes
observed in BKD. Due to the flame-shortening process, the length of
the combustion zone decreases, and chemical equilibrium is achieved
earlier in the chamber. For that reason, the location where the ¢(x)
profile plateaus moves upstream, as shown in Fig. 15 for varying 1T
amplitudes. As was described before, the model is based only on the
flame-shortening process. This explains why the strongest g increase
appears at the head end of the chamber, whereas there is no increase at
the downstream end. In a LOX /CH, research combustor, the greatest
increase in heat flux was observed close to the faceplate [7], which is
consistent with the model here. However, in that experiment there
was also a significant increase in heat flux at the downstream end of
the cylindrical chamber section. This effect cannot be captured by the
derived model because any influence of the instability on the heat
transfer coefficient is neglected.

In this section, the model will be compared to the measurements
from BKD to understand the extent to which changes in flame length
can explain experimental observations from combustion instability
events.

A. Comparison with Experiment

There are no axially resolved measurements of heat flux distribu-
tion in BKD available to date, and so the results of the model were
compared to the integrated value from the cylindrical segment in the
experiment. The axial heat flux profiles were integrated over the
length of the cylindrical combustion chamber segment. The resulting
heat flow for varying amplitudes was normalized by the stable heat
flow in order to calculate relative increases of heat transfer as a
function of instability amplitudes. The resulting changes in heat flow
with varying amplitudes of acoustic pressures are shown in Fig. 16.
As was described before, in the model, a standing mode is assumed
for amplitudes below 10 bar and a fully spinning mode for amplitudes
higher than 10 bar. This assumption is based on experimental obser-
vations of the acoustic field dynamics [24]. For a spinning 1T mode,
the acoustic velocity reaches a higher effective value over one cycle
than for a standing 1T mode. Therefore, the modeled normalized heat
flow increase shows a discontinuity at 10 bar. A smoothed model
curve is also presented in the Fig. 16. After the transition from

40 T T :

stable |
--------------- p' =3 bar
- p' =5 bar
--p’ =10 bar| ]
— p'=20 bar
0 " . .
0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2

T, m

Fig. 15 Predicted axial heat flux profiles in the cylindrical combustion
chamber segment for different transverse-mode instability amplitudes.
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Fig.16 Comparison of predicted with experimental increase in integral
heat flux.

standing to a fully spinning 1T mode, the heat flow increase
approaches an asymptotic value in the model because the flame
length reaches a minimum, as can be seen in Fig. 9. A similar
asymptotic limit of the heat transfer rate increase can be observed
in the experimental results. In the experiment, there seems to be a
sudden A Q increase at an amplitude of about 3 bar. This can partially
be explained by the flame length observations from BKH (see Fig. 9).
There seems to be a certain threshold for the flame length reduction. If
the amplitudes stay below that threshold, the flame length is not
significantly affected by the acoustic perturbation.

The relative increase in integral heat flux predicted by the model is
in a similar range as the experiment. It shows almost no effect on heat
flow for low amplitudes, whereas for larger amplitudes, the model
predicts increases of up to 25%, depending on the operating con-
ditions, the initial heat flux value at x = 0, and the flame length for
stable combustion. This is less than the experimentally measured
increase (30-40%) but still in a similar range.

The comparison between the model and the heat flow measure-
ments in Fig. 16 shows that the published flame-shortening relation-
ship of BKH can be modified for cylindrical combustion chambers
and combined with a generic heat flux profile. The comparison also
demonstrates that, under the given assumptions, the model is able to
predict both the trend and a large fraction of the experimental heat
flow increase. This observation therefore suggests that, in BKD, the
majority of the heat transfer increase during unstable combustion
could be driven by a significant shortening of the combustion zone.

However, the remaining 3-18% deviation in relative heat flow
increase between experiment and model highlights that other proc-
esses are likely to contribute to the change in local heat flux. This
includes most probably a destruction of the thermal boundary layer
and an increase in convective heat transfer due to induced transverse
flows over the combustor walls, among others. Accounting for these
effects is outside the scope of the current work.

B. Local Increases in Heat Flux

The measured and predicted increases of integral heat transfer in
BKD are low regarding the high amplitudes of the combustion
instability. However, it has to be noted that the aforementioned large
increases of heat fluxes given in literature of factors 4-12 are often
referring to increases in the local heat flux close to the injection plane,
where thermal damage is typically observed. The investigation of the
heat flow into the sensor-cooling circuit expanding the first 10 mm of
the combustion chamber also demonstrated that increases in local
heat flux at the head end of the chamber are significantly larger than
the integrated heat flow increase. Therefore, it is analyzed if the
model is able to predict the local increases in heat flux with respect
to the stable heat flux profile. Figure 17 shows the axial distribution of
heat flux increases for amplitudes of 3, 5, and 30 bar. Low amplitudes
have little impact on the local heat flux, which may not directly lead to
thermal damage of the chamber walls. However, for a relatively
modest amplitude of 5 bar, the local heat flux can almost double in
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Fig. 17 Predicted local heat flux for different instability amplitudes.

the first half of the chamber. For 30 bar amplitude, the model predicts
a local increase of almost a factor of 7, which is more in agreement
with the levels reported in literature and the observed experimental
increases of the thermal loads in the BKD measurement ring.

The local increases of multiples of the stable heat flux can lead to
thermal damage of regeneratively cooled flight engines, with a low
margin on the maximum chamber wall temperature. The location of
the peak increase in thermal load predicted by the model is close to
the injection plane and therefore also in agreement with many
reported failures of LPREs due to high-frequency combustion
instabilities.

VI. Conclusions

In this study, the increase in the wall heat transfer due to transverse-
mode high-frequency combustion instabilities in a 42-element
LOX/H, rocket combustion chamber was investigated. The com-
bustion instabilities are of the 1T-mode type, and the amplitudes
exceed 80% of the mean chamber pressure. The analysis of the water-
cooling circuit of the cylindrical combustion chamber showed that
the integral heat flow increases by up to 40%. Thermocouples and a
sensor-cooling circuit in the measurement plane 5.5 mm downstream
of the injection plane in BKD indicate a much higher increase in the
local heat flux of more than 4.4-fold. Therefore the heat flux increase
is not homogeneously distributed in the chamber but seems to be
strongest in the injection region.

A new model for predicting local increases in heat flux due to
transverse combustion instabilities was derived. The model is based
on the change in flame length, which is caused by transverse acoustic
oscillations. The relation for flame length dependency on acoustic
amplitude was generalized for use in a cylindrical combustion cham-
ber from past experimental measurements performed in a rectangular
combustor. The integrated heat flux from the predicted heat flux
profile was compared with the integral heat flux increases measured
in the experiment. Predicted increases in heat flow are around 25%
for high amplitudes and different conditions. The model also predicts
local increases in heat flux near the injector face, which are much
larger than the integrated heat flux, reaching up to a factor of 7 with
respect to stable combustion. This agrees well with cases reported in
literature and can explain cases of molten injector plates where the
rest of the combustion chamber seemed unaffected after combustion
instabilities.

However, the change in temperature distribution described by the
model does not account for the 40% increase in measured integral
heat flow. Therefore, this study also indicated that other effects, such
as thermal boundary layer disruption or increases in convective
velocities, could be responsible for the remaining heat flow increase.

The results of this study suggest that flame length reduction during
transverse-mode combustion instabilities is the dominant process
contributing to heat flux increases close to the faceplate, which can
lead to critical failures in industrial flight engines While the model
was developed for an LOX/H, experimental combustor with shear
coaxial injectors, the principles on which it is based should be
applicable to other liquid propellant rocket engines. Nevertheless,
future studies are required to investigate how the flame shortening
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affects the heat flux increase during unstable combustion for other
experimental conditions, such as varying propellant types, injectors,
and acoustic-mode shapes.

To the authors’ knowledge, the present study presents the first
model that is able to explain the damaging increase in heat flux due to
high-frequency combustion instabilities. Current limitations of the
described model are a restriction to transverse modes and neglecting
the influence of acoustic oscillations on the heat transfer coefficient.
Effects on the heat transfer coefficient should be added in future
studies in order to obtain a more generalized prediction of heat flux
increase due to high-frequency combustion instabilities.
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