
Social sustainability is largely neglected in mainstream sustainability debates. Priority has been given to economic and 
environmental sustainability in particular in the context of urban planning and housing, where policy and investment has focused on 
renewable resources, low carbon communities and encouraging pro-environmental household behaviors. As a result, there are few 

practical resources that directly address the question of how to create places that are socially sustainable, as well as physical 
infrastructure that is environmentally sustainable. Past experience shows that the long-term social needs of new communities are 

often overlooked in the drive to deliver housing on a large scale. Without the right social infrastructure new communities can quickly 
spiral into decline.
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